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**CONFIDENTIAL** KRISTI AUGUST
APRIL 21, 2008

1
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10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

MR. ESPY: Ms. August, my name's Ben
Espy, I'm the executive assistant to the
Attorney Generdl; thisis Julie Pfeiffer, senior
attorney with the employment section.

On April the 8th, the Attorney General
asked us to investigate some allegations
involving hostile work environment, sexual
harassment with one Anthony Gutierrez.

THE WITNESS: (Nods head.)

MR. ESPY: And your name has been given
as a person who may have information regarding
the allegations surrounding this investigation.

All of the interviews are under oath.

And even though we would like to assure
confidentiality, we cannot assure that because
some things may become public. Do you
understand that?

THE WITNESS: | understand.
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19 MR. ESPY: And would you raise your
20 right hand and be sworn in, please.

21 KRISTI AUGUST

22 being first duly sworn, as hereinafter

23 certified, saysasfollows:

24 EXAMINATION
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**CONFIDENTIAL** KRISTI AUGUST
APRIL 21, 2008

1 BY MS. PFEIFFER:

2 Q. Kristi, are you employed in general

3 services?

4  A. Yes,

5 Q. Okay. What's your job function there?
6 A. | amadministrative secretary.

7 Q. When were you hired by the Attorney
8 General's office?

9 A. April the 6th, 2005.

10 Q. That wasduring the Petro

11 administration?

12 A. Yes

13 Q. Okay. Wereyou hired inasan

14 administrative assistant?

15 A. No, asaclek.

16 Q. Andyou were promoted to administrative
17 assistant?

18 A. Yes
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19 Q. When were you promoted?
20  A. Mid-April of last year. | don't
21 remember the exact date.

22 Q. Mid-April of 2007, then?

23 A. Yes

24 Q. Okay. Wasthe position for
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**CONFIDENTIAL** KRISTI AUGUST
APRIL 21, 2008

1 administrative assistant posted and you applied

2 or--
3 A
4 Q.
5 A
6 Q.
7 A
8 Q.
9 A

Yes.

Were you interviewed?

Yes.

Who interviewed you?

Tony Gutierrez and Karen Allen.
Okay. Who isKaren Allen?

Sheis-- she'semployed by HR. | don't

10 know her exact title.

11

12

13

14

15

16

Q. Do you know if you were competing for

the job with other people or --

A.

| believe there were other applicants.

Q. Do you know who?

A. No.

Q. And what are your job functions? Or in

17 April of 2007, when you assumed the

18 administrative assistant position, what were
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19 your job duties?

20 A. My job duties consisted of managing my
21 direct supervisors and deputy director's

22 schedules, scheduling meetings, act asaliaison
23 between my superiors and vendors, draft

24 contracts, manage purchase orders, invoices,

Professional Reporters, Inc. (614) 460-5000 or (800) 229-0675
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**CONFIDENTIAL** KRISTI AUGUST
APRIL 21, 2008
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18

various paperwork, files, organizing. Anything
that would, of course, come -- the job duties
are consistent, but they change, and they
continue to expand, and they ranged from
miscellaneous duties involving the pool vehicles
to construction information. It has varied.

Q. Who was your direct supervisor?

A. Anthony Gutierrez.

Q. Did you operate as his assistant?

A. Yes.

Q. Did you operate as Charlie Rosol's
assistant, too, or --

A. Uh-huh, yes.

Q. Does Charlie -- at that point, at least
in April, did he have his own administrative
assistant?

A. No.

Q. Okay. Didyou know Tony Gutierrez
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19 before he was hired in February -- he was hired
20 in February of 2007. Did you know him prior to
21 that?

22  A. No.

23 Q. Asl'msureyou're aware, two

24 individuals, Cindy Stankoski and Vanessa Stout,
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**CONFIDENTIAL** KRISTI AUGUST
APRIL 21, 2008

[ —

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

have complained about sexual harassment, other
Inappropriate comments, behaviors by Tony
Gutierrez in the workplace. Areyou familiar
with that?

A. I am.

Q. Okay. You have been identified asa
witness to some things and not others. That's
why we brought you here today, to ask you about
them. One of the things that have come up that

we understand you may have knowledge of isthe
alegation that Tony Gutierrez might have been
performing some personal business while he was
in the office working for the Attorney General.

A. (Witness nods head.)

Q. Areyou familiar -- have you seen
anything where he was working on private
business instead of Attorney General business?

A. | have heard him mention his
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19 construction company, and I'm sure he's made
20 phonecalls. He had his -- the office was

21 soundproofed, so there was alot of closed-door
22 conversationsthat I'm not aware of.

23 Q. Did he ask you to make any phone calls
24 regarding a persona matter instead of business?
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**CONFIDENTIAL** KRISTI AUGUST
APRIL 21, 2008

1 A Yes

2 Q. Okay.

3 A. I madeafew callsfor insurance, |

4 Dbelieve, awhile ago.

5 Q. What kind of insurance?

6  A. Houseinsurance?

7 Q. Okay. And what -- who did you make

8 those phone callsto?

9 A. | don't remember the company. It was--
10 he gave me aphone number and asked me to check
11 on something, who we needed to talk to about
12 something. | don't remember the specifics.

13 Q. Youjust know that it was home

14 insurance?

15  A. | believe it was home insurance.

16 Maybe -- there -- might have been involving a
17 car insurance policy. | don't remember the

18 specifics.
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19 Q. Wereyou asked to do anything else with
20 regard to that?

21  A. Huh-uh. Notthat | -- | don't remember.
22 It was maybe a couple months ago. | don't

23 remember anything.

24 Q. Areyou aware asto whether or not he's
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10

**CONFIDENTIAL** KRISTI AUGUST
APRIL 21, 2008

1 asked Andy Miller to perform some blueprint

2 dutieswith regard to a private construction

3 business that he was operating?

4  A. No. | don't know anything like that.

5 Q. Did heever ask you to do any kind of

6 dutiesfor him with regard to personal matters,

7 other than making a couple of phone calls

8 regarding car and/or home insurance?

9 A. Let methink for aminute, if you would.
10 That'sal | really remember.

11 Q. Okay. You said his office was

12 soundproofed.

13 A. Uh-huh.

14 Q. Do you remember that occurring?

15 A. Wehad -- the office was soundproofed,
16 Charlie'sis soundproofed, and | think they were
17 planning on doing the 16th floor soundproofing,

18 and maybe -- there was a time period when many
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19 offices were soundproofed. And | was not

20 involved with that. | think -- | believel

21 handled a purchase order for it, like, asfar

22 as, you know, documenting that. But | had no
23 personal involvement with it other than handling
24 the specific direction | was given.
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**CONFIDENTIAL** KRISTI AUGUST
APRIL 21, 2008

1

2
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Q. Okay. Do you know when that occurred,
the soundproofing?

A. | would like to say last summer to the
fall. | could be wrong.

Q. Do you know how somebody would go about
soundproofing an office? What does that entail?

A. | don't know any of the construction
aspects. | just know that they contacted OBA,
which is Ohio Building Authority. They handle
the construction build-up, teardown of our
building needs, office needs.

Q. Did you get dong with Tony Gutierrez?

A. Yes.

Q. Who was your supervisor prior to Tony
coming in in February?

A. Mary Lear.

Q. Mary?

A. Lear, L-e-a-r. Collections enforcement,
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19 revenuerecovery, workers comp. | think she's
20 been promoted since then. She has another title
21 1I'm not aware of.

22 Q. Okay. It'sbeen reported to us that

23 Tony had made some inappropriate comments to
24 some of the femalesin the office, making
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**CONFIDENTIAL** KRISTI AUGUST
APRIL 21, 2008

1 comments about their personal body parts,

2 discussing their weight, those kinds of issues.

3 A. Uh-huh.

4 Q. Didyou ever witness those?

5 A. | amaware of two specific ones, if

6 that'swhat you're implying, regarding

7 someone -- an individual's weight. | heard

8 about that incident, but | did not hear the

9 comments. And the other, referring to a

10 woman's -- her upper body, | was not -- | am

11 aware of the comment that was made from someone
12 else. | never heard those two specific

13 comments.

14 Q. My question to you was have you ever

15 heard him make any kind of comments regarding
16 females body parts, anything like that,

17 anything kind of off color?

18 A. I've never heard him make any specific
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19 commentsto female body parts.

20 Q. Any genera comments?

21  A. | -- | need to be more specific, because
22 hetalked about alot of stuff, sol --

23 Q. Wadll, tell me-- if you're thinking

24 about things that he talked about, tell me what
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**CONFIDENTIAL** KRISTI AUGUST
APRIL 21, 2008

[ —

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

you're thinking about.

A. Weéll, we had an understanding, and | did
not go out of my way to listen to what was -- |
mean, he's avery loud speaker, so when he
talked, everyone was very aware of what
conversations were possibly going on, because he
was avery loud -- he'sjust very loud in his
conversations. But there was alot of
closed-door things, and alot of times, |

deliberately did my best to not listen. It

was -- | just tried not to say -- unless he,

like, directly advised me or called -- |
deliberately did not try to pay attention, even
though | sit right out in front of his office.
And | don't -- | cannot remember anything he
said to anybody in particular about those kind
of comments.

Q. Okay. You said that we had an
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19 understanding. Did you have understanding with
20 Tony that you wouldn't listen to what he was

21 saying?

22  A. | respected him as my supervisor. |

23 remember, my first week there, when Craig Mehall
24 was still transitioning out of the office, afew
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**CONFIDENTIAL** KRISTI AUGUST
APRIL 21, 2008

1

2

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

times they were having conversations about
business, and | overheard, and | volunteered my
information. And | saw that it wasn't very
welcome or appreciated, because | was not
introduced into the conversation that he was
having in his office, and | was outside of my
office. And so | learned that, though | may
have been helpful, | should wait unless | was --
instead of offering my information. So | tried
to stay out of anything that | was not
personally -- so that was our understanding,
that | would respect -- it was basically an
unspoken thing, just because | had tried to --
just tried to be helpful. | was alittle too
anxious, | think.
Q. Did you ever overhear him use any kind

of vulgarity or anything like that? Was he --

did you find him to be -- to use alot of cuss
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19 words?

20 A. Yes

21 Q. Okay. Didyou find that offensivein
22 any way? Did that make you uncomfortable?
23 A. Yes

24 Q. Okay. Tel me-- give me an example of

Professional Reporters, Inc. (614) 460-5000 or (800) 229-0675
pri @priohio.com - www.priohio.com

file:///X [/WORK /august042108.txt (28 of 179) [5/1/2008 9:51:01 AM]



file//IX|/WORK /august042108.txt

15

**CONFIDENTIAL** KRISTI AUGUST
APRIL 21, 2008

1

2

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

what it is that he would say that would make you
feel uncomfortable, if you can.

A. Language was very colorful on adaily
basis. | eventually got used toit. There's
this one time he was having an argument, and his
door was open, and | was sitting out there, and
he was having an argument, and he was talking to
hiswife, it was avery strong argument, and
it -- it bothered me, just because it was very
strong.

Q. Very -- can you remember what -- some
comments that he was making? And please feel
free to use the words when you're in here.

A. | remember him calling her an Fiing B.
And that was very hard for me to hear, to have
someone call another person that. It wasvery
hard --

MR. ESPY: Y ou have to keep your voice
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19 up so she can hear you.

20 THE WITNESS:. I'm sorry.

21  A. Hecdled her an Fing B.

22 Q. When you say that, do you mean fucking
23 bitch?

24  A. Yeah.
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16

**CONFIDENTIAL** KRISTI AUGUST
APRIL 21, 2008

1 Q. Okay. Anything else?

2 MR. ESPY: What was her answer? Did you
3 get her answer down?

4 THE WITNESS:. Y eah.

5 A. I'msorry. Would you repeat the

6 question?

7 Q. Doyouremember him saying anything else
8 tohiswife?

9 A. They had alot of conversations that

10 were strong, with alot of language, afew

11 times. | can't remember one at a certain time.

12 Maybe -- | do remember these things happened
13 mostly mid-winter, before the end of the --

14 before 2008, after -- alittle before

15 Christmastime. And after that, things changed,
16 and | didn't -- | avoided listening to his

17 conversations; and, when | heard them, | did not

18 hear those kind of things anymore after the
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19 first of the year. So something changed between
20 himand hiswife. That'sthe only timel can

21 remember him addressing anybody violently,

22 personally.

23 Q. Would be hiswife on the phone?

24  A. Yeah. That'sthe only time -- that's
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**CONFIDENTIAL** KRISTI AUGUST
APRIL 21, 2008

[ —

the only time, | can think of onetime, it was

2 repeated afew times, but | tried to not listen.

3 Q. Okay. Butit'syour recollection that

4 sometime from about Christmas to the end of

5 the-- or toright after New Y ear, those kinds

6 of violent conversations that he would have with
7 hiswife ended?

8 A. Yes

9 Q. Didyou -- did they smply end, or did

10 you hear him have nicer conversations with his
11 wife?

12 A. They had nicer conversations. Things --
13 something was changing. And | don't know -- |
14 don't know. | just noticed that before

15 Christmas -- sometime in December, maybe even
16 November, things were just -- they were becoming
17 nicer.

18 Q. Would he talk to you about hiswife?
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19 A. No. Wedid not have a personal

20 understanding in that way that he felt

21 comfortable or that | felt comfortable. We did
22 not have that at all.

23 Q. Didyou know of asituation where

24 Vanessa Stout may have sent him atext message
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**CONFIDENTIAL** KRISTI AUGUST
APRIL 21, 2008

1 on his personal phone right around Christmas or
2 New Year's and hiswife got the text message?

3 A. I wasoff the week before Christmas and

4 maybe alittle bit after, so Vanessa was there

5 when | left, and when | came back, she was not.
6 | had heard about it, but nothing was told to me
7 personally by Vanessaor Tony.

8 Q. How did you hear about it?

9 A. Therewere so many conversations about
10 it from other sections. Peopletalk. | would

11 say two or three people talked to me about it.

12 And | don't remember -- | don't believe they

13 were anybody in our section. Because when | --
14 | didn't hear about it until | went outside the

15 officeto drop something off and someone said
16 something to me. | waslike, what?

17 Q. Do youremember who you heard it from?

18 A. Theorigina -- huh-uh. | do not
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19 remember. | remember talking about it, but |

20 don't remember who told me. Becausg, like, two
21 or three people engaged me in conversation about
22 it. | don't remember who said, hey, by the way,
23 did you know... | don't remember.

24 Q. Do you remember which section they were
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**CONFIDENTIAL** KRISTI AUGUST
APRIL 21, 2008

1 from?

2 A. Huh-uh. I donot. It wasawhile ago.
3 Q. Would it have been right around the

4 time--

5 A. Itwasright after, like, maybe two or

6 threedays. Becausethat -- it just happened
7 real quick.

8 Q. Okay. Butyou didn't hear it from

9 Vanessaor Tony?

10 A. No. No.

11 Q. Now, Vanessawas transferred January
12 18th of 2008.

13 A. Uh-huh.

14 Q. Didyou hear from Tony the reasons why
15 shewastransferred?

16 A. | didnot.

17 Q. Hedidn't tell you anything?

18 A. No.
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19 Q. Didyou discuss with him, you know,

20 whereis she, she'sjust gone, where did she go?
21  A. Heor Charlie may have said -- some --
22 one of themtold usit was -- therewas a

23 dituation with the budget, and that's what we
24 weretold. It was either him or Charlie that
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**CONFIDENTIAL** KRISTI AUGUST
APRIL 21, 2008

1 told usthat.

2 Q. Okay.

3 A. Andthat wasn't up for further

4 discussion.

5 Q. Okay. Didyou have any other

6 conversations with anybody about, here's the

7 real reason why, or --

8 A. People asked me, because of who | am and
9 where my positioning is. And | didn't -- |

10 don't have any information to tell anybody. And
11 sol wasglad, because | didn't know. | didn't

12 know the details. Vanessaand | and Cindy and
13 |, we were good, professional coworkers, but we
14 were professional. We did not hang out outside
15 of the office. Maybe atext message here, like
16 one of those cool forwards. Nothing outside of
17 the office.

18 Q. Didyou ever process any paperwork for
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19 Tony with regard to Vanessas transfer, anything
20 likethat?

21  A. No. | just came back, and she was gone.
22 | didn't even know. It waslike half the day,

23 and | waslike, where'sshe at?

24 Q. Okay. Now, at some point in timeit's
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1 beentold to usthat Tony told some peoplein
2 theofficethat it was atemporary transfer,

3 that she would return back into general

4 services. Do you remember that?

5 A. | remember either him or Charlie saying
6 it wastemporary, that we were -- something --
7 again, it was pretty much the same kind of

8 conversation, where we have to do amove right
9 now, it'spossible, it'stemporary. But it

10 wasn't ever said it is definitely temporary. |
11 don't remember that.

12 Q. Okay. But they said it might be

13 temporary, she might be back?

14  A. It wassaid, she might be back.

15 Q. Now, it's my understanding that about
16 eight weeks or so, two months, after she was
17 transferred, towards the end of January, that

18 Vanessareturned to general services and sat at

file:///X /WORK /august042108.txt (41 of 179) [5/1/2008 9:51:01 AM]



file//IX|/WORK /august042108.txt

19 adesk with Cindy.

20 A. Shedid?

21 Q. Right. And takedto Tony Gutierrez and
22 said, okay, Vanessas back, thisis her desk.

23 Wereyou there?

24  A. No. | never knew this happened.
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Q. Okay.

A. l'vetaken some time off. | could have
been -- part of my job dutiesinvolve me
covering the 17th floor phones, dropping off and
setting up the laptop and projectors. So |
could have been in finance when it happened. |
didn't know this happened, that she came seeking
her job back. | didn't know.

Q. Okay. It'sour understanding that
Vanessa Stout actually came into the office

prior to her being hired and you assisted her in
filing an application online.

A. Thisistrue.

Q. Isthat -- that's correct?

A. Thisiscorrect.

Q. Okay. Tell me about that.

A. She-- | waseither warn -- forewarned

that she was coming in, and | was directed to
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19 help her. She camein, and we looked online. |
20 went over her information with her, and | said,
21 thisiswhat appearsto be available, and |

22 assisted her.

23 Q. Who told you to do that?

24 A. Tony.
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1 Q. What did he say to you?

2 A. Let'sseeif there'sanything available

3 for her.

4 Q. Didhesay, thisisafriend of mine,

5 who -- who is this woman that he's bringing in?
6 A. Hemay have said she was his neighbor.

7 | don't remember. Thiswasawhileago. |

8 don't remember how he said it. He said she was
9 goingtobein, and | need you to talk to her

10 and help her.

11 Q. Didyou have an idea as to who she was
12 when you were helping her? You said he might be
13 aneighbor. Did you think that she was his

14 neighbor?

15 A. | found that out. She may havetold me.
16 He may havetold me. | don't remember. |

17 eventualy found out within the -- right after

18 it happened.
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19 Q. Now, when shecamein -- well, was that
20 odd for you that this occurred?

21 A. Yes

22 Q. Didyou find that odd?

23  A. Yes. And| didn't know how to -- | did
24 it because | was directed to do it. | -- from
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1 what | understand, it wasn't our policy to do
2 that, but | did it.
3 Q. Okay. Didyou tak to anybody about it?

4 A. My mom.

ol

Q. Okay.

6 A. | don'ttak to anybody about stuff

7 here. | talk tomy -- | did talk to my mom

8 about it.

9 Q. Whatdid--

10  A. Shelivesin Pennsylvania.

11 Q. Andwhy did you feel the need to talk to
12 her about it?

13  A. | just thought it wasodd. | didn't

14 have, like, a breakdown about it. It just was
15 like, okay, | did this. And | wasworried that
16 | would get in trouble for doing it. That did
17 bother me.

18 Q. Did Tony ever ask you to do that for
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19 anyoneelse?

20  A. Not that specifically. One of Cindy's

21 friends camein; however, she had graduated

22 dready, and she was looking for -- | didn't

23 know she was a graduate, so we were thinking we
24 could help her -- we needed an intern. So she
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camein and interviewed. And when we found out
that she had graduated, she stayed over alittle
bit, probably 15, 20 minutes, and we went
over -- | -- | showed her how to pull up our Web
site, how to look -- thisis the same thing |
did for Vanessa -- said, thisis how you search
for something available, thisiswhat you should
do. And if we have anything available, we will
keep your information on file. But asa
graduate, we didn't have anything to offer her.
Q. Do you remember her name?
A. Ashley Tackett. Isthat -- | think that
might be her name.
Q. Do you remember what time frame this was
that you talked to her?
A. 1'd have to check the calendar, because
| dated everything -- when everyone camein, |

put it on the calendar. |'d haveto refer to
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19 thecaendar.

20 Q. Andyou said thiswas Cindy Stankoski's
21 friend?

22 A. Uh-huh, her coworker from her second
23 job.

24 Q. Andisit Cindy who -- isit your
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1 understanding that Cindy brought --
2  A. Referred her.

3 Q. Referred her?

IN
>

Uh-huh.

5 Q. Okay. Do you have your calendar on you?
A. No. It'son Outlook. I'm sorry. |

7 didn't even -- | did think of anything | may

8 have.

9 Q. That'sal right.

10 A. Thatisonething | did not --

11 Q. | would like you, when you go back to
12 the office, to take alook and give me that

13 date, if you could.

14 A. Okay.

15 Q. Youcane-mail itto me. If you cando
16 that, that would be great.

17  A. Okay.

18 Q. Now, when -- did Vanessa come in and
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19 tak to you one time or more than one time?
20  A. No, shewasintwo or three times.

21 Q. Okay. Thefirst timeyou got on the
22 Internet with her and showed her what was
23 available?

24  A. Welooked for what was available.
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Q. Wasthere anything available?

A. There was something in collections.
Because she has a collections background, and |
said, thiswould be -- thislooks right up your
aley.

Q. What did she say?

A. | think shewas interested. And | tried
helping her -- | was instructed to help her, and
I'm going to -- | did what | wastold. | helped

her. We didn't do a half-baked job. | did my
best to devote a short amount of time but a
guality amount of time with her.

Q. Okay. Did she-- do you know if she
applied for that job in collections?

A. | don't know that she did. | believe
she applied for another one, the Secretary of
State. | think something else was open in that

area. So we went to the Ohio Gov Web site,
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19 that's what we werein.

20 Q. Let mebacktrack just a minute.

21 Was your instructions from Tony to help
22 her find ajob within the Attorney General's
23 office, or to help her find ajob, period?

24  A. Therewas nothing available for her.
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1 Anditis, the best of my remembrance, to help
2 herfind ajob.

3 Q. Okay. You said she camein two or three
4 times.

5 A. Yeah.

6 Q. Would she call and set up a meeting with
7 you?

8 A. Shecadlled. | called her for maybe an

9 interview for -- we did have a communication,
10 but it was only two or three phone calls, like,
11 between the two of us, total.

12 Q. At some point intime, you assisted her
13 infiling an online application for the position
14 ingenera services?

15 A. Correct.

16 Q. Okay. Do you remember discussing with
17 her her background, her skills, any kind of

18 computer skills that she had?
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19 A. Yes

20 Q. What did she say about those?

21  A. | had to help her with some of the

22 terminology, because| -- | typedit. She sat
23 at my desk, and | typed it. Thefirst timel
24 wasin hisoffice-- hehad medoitin Tony's
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1 office. And then something was going on, and
2 shecamein and we went over stuff at my desk
3 thesecond time.

4 Q. Didyou get a sense of whether or not

5 shewas skilled enough to do that on her own?
6 A. Shemay havebeen. Butin order for the
7 time, | did it myself. | didn't know how long

8 it would take -- how familiar she was with the
9 process, and | wanted it taken care of, so | did
10 it.

11 Q. Okay. Now, did she ever make any

12 commentsto you about, well, Tony says| need to
13 put this on the application, Tony says| need to
14 put that on the application, any kind of -- with
15 regard to skills or anything like that?

16  A. | don't remember her saying anything
17 likethat. She may have. | don't remember.

18 But | -- from my previous experience, | have
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19 some HR background, | tried to engage her, just
20 to provoke her to give me information about

21 herself that she may not have immediately

22 thought of. Sol did try to help her.

23 Q. Didshesay if she had experiencein

24 Microsoft Word, Excel, any kind of computer
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1 functions?

2 A. | believeit wasminimal, if shedid

3 say -- if that was the case, it was minimal.

4 Q. Didshetalk to you about what her

5 relationship was, if any, with Tony Gutierrez?

6 A. I|just knew that they were neighbors at

7 thispoint, and that they had just an easy-going

8 camaraderie, that they were cool.

9 Q. How did you know that?

10  A. Becausethey interacted positively.

11 Q. Andhow -- and what -- tell me what led
12 youto believethat it was positive. What were
13 some of the behaviors?

14  A. Joking between the two of them. Just --
15 just like they were old friends.

16 Q. Okay. Anything of asexual nature?

17  A. Initidly, | don't believe so.

18 Q. How about not initialy?
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19  A. Throughout the course, there may have
20 been innuendos, but | really try to stay -- |

21 recognize and | just stay back.

22 Q. What did you recognize?

23  A. Just recognized that they were much more
24 casual in their conversations between each other
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1 andintheofficeand | just didn't want to be

2 part of that.

3 Q. Wdl, let metell you this, you have not
4 Dbeen identified as being aparticipant in

5 anything.

6 A.lwamnt.

7 Q. I know. | want you to feel comfortable.
8 I'm sensing that you might be alittle fearful.
9 A. Of course.

10 Q. And ! understand that. | do.

11  A. Of course.

12 Q. But rest assured, okay, we've

13 interviewed alot of people, and you have not
14 been identified as a participant in anything.
15 You've been identified asawitness. And I'm
16 interestedin --

17  A. | understand.

18 Q. -- finding out what you know.
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19  A. Wdl, if | may make a statement, that
20 it's-- due to the continual release of

21 interoffice information that seems to be leaked
22 out to the public, it bothers me.

23 Q. Okay.

24  A. And | do not feel that | am not capable
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of doing my job successfully, despite this
unspoken idea or concept, | may be scrutinized,
or watched, or that we all are. | do not
appreciateit. |1 donot likeit. And | don't

know that -- again, | do not discuss -- we have
open conversations about what has been out, and
that's what's been printed, as everyone else

has. But | do not likethat. | do not like
that. At thispoint, | feel that way. And I'm
doing my very best to stay congenial and
positive and professional, because that is what
isfirst. But | donot likethat. | do not

like that. | may be doing something, and it may
be misconstrued and used against me. | have
that concern, to be flat-out honest with you.

Q. And | think that's admirable. But
you're in here now, and as ugly as it may be,

thisis necessary for you to be honest.
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19 A. Okay.

20 Q. I'mnot saying you're not being honest.
21  A. Thisisvery hard.

22 Q. | know. | understand. But it may have
23 to beugly, and it may be uncomfortable, you
24 know, but -- and we're not searching for one
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outcome or another. We are searching for the
facts. And your part, me asking you these
uncomfortable questions, is us getting the
facts, as ugly as they may be, or not.

A. | understand.

Q. Okay.

S0 -- now, you said that you noticed

that VVanessa and Tony had kind of ajovial
relationship, they joked. And | think | asked
you if there was anything that seemed to be
sexually explicit to you; and you said there
might have been innuendos.

A. They would have been subtle. They had a
nice friendship. | don't feel that | could
have -- like, | couldn't have participated. |
kept my relationship with Tony A to B. | did
everything possible to keep it straight, clean,

to the point, in anything | was asked to do or
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19 required to do. And anything else that went on
20 beyond that, | did not participatein, so | just
21 observed.

22 Q. Okay. Did Tony ever ask you out for

23 drinks?

24  A. No.
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1 Q. Didheever ask you to do anything

2 outside of work?

3 A. No.

4 Q. Did he ever make any comments to you or
5 behaviorstowards you that felt like maybe he

6 would be fishing to seeif you would be willing
7 todoit?

8 A. No. | made my stance very clear the

9 first day | was hired.

10 Q. Ashis-- oh, you mean ashis

11 administrative assistant?

12 A. Wherel stood as far as ethics and

13 mordlty, al in the simple statement of saying,
14 | livearated G life. | wasteased alittle

15 bit, but | personally have never had anything of
16 that nature directed to me at any time.

17 Q. Okay. Do you know Cindy Stankoski?

18 A. Ido.
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20
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22

23

Q. Okay. Shewas hired in August of 2007.
A. Yes.
Q. Do you remember when she was hired?
A. Yes.

Q. Did you see her in the office prior to

24 her being hired?

Professional Reporters, Inc. (614) 460-5000 or (800) 229-0675
pri @priohio.com - www.priohio.com

file:///X [/WORK /august042108.txt (68 of 179) [5/1/2008 9:51:01 AM]



file//IX|/WORK /august042108.txt

35

**CONFIDENTIAL** KRISTI AUGUST
APRIL 21, 2008

1 A. Nope. Interview, yes.

2 Q. Okay.

3 A. That'sdl that | could remember,

4 recognizing her.

5 Q. Wereyou in on the interview?

6 A. Huh-uh.

7 Q. Okay. Didyou know Cindy prior to her

8 working at general services?

9 A. I didnot.

10 Q. Now, on September 10th of 2007, she

11 accompanied Tony for drinks and then ended up
12 having pizzawith him back at his apartment.
13 Shewas text messaging Mariellen Aranda.

14 My question to you is. Wereyou -- did
15 you become aware of the events of that evening
16 on or around the next day, September 11th, or
17 thereafter?

18 A. lwas
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19 Q. Okay. How did you --

20 A. Mariellen told me.

21 Q. Doyouremember when shetold you?
22  A. Withinaday or two. It wasvery close
23 to -- close proximity to when it happened.

24 Q. Didshetell you if Cindy -- if there
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1 might have been some touching going on or if she
2 woke up with her buttons unbuttoned? Do you

3 remember hearing Mariellen tell you that?

4  A. Shedid not tell methat. That was news

5 tomewhen | read it in the paper.

6 Q. What was the substance of what Mariellen
7 toldyou?

8 A. What Mariellen told me was that on the

9 way back from Cincinnati -- because | -- |

10 know -- | was there when they had to go do the
11 drop-off, so | saw that whole initial

12 interaction of the vehicle having to be taken

13 and having -- two vehicles having to be taken

14 out and one coming back. And so | knew that the
15 only other person available at the time was, |

16 believe, Cindy. | don't know the other

17 circumstances. But | was there whenever that

18 happened. And Mariellen told me that Cindy had
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19 rode home with Tony, that they did go to afew
20 bars or something to that nature, and that she
21 was-- shewasin need of aride home, and she
22 requested Mariellen to assist her. And |

23 understand that Mariellen did not.

24 Q. Okay. Isthereanything else that you
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can remember?

A. They told me that Jessica was there.
She said that Jessicawas there. And that's --
that is -- it was a very point-blank
conversation. | was shocked.

Q. Why were you shocked?

A. Because | thought there was -- |
didn't -- | thought there was a policy
between -- certain fraternization between
supervisor and nonsupervisory roles. But |
don't know of a specific one. But | thought, in
my mind, there would have been one.

Q. Did you speak with Cindy Stankoski about
this?

A. No. Wedon't have afriendship like
that.

Q. Now, you mentioned, | think, alittle

bit about the incident where the cars went down
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19 to Cincinnati and Cindy went down to Cincinnati.
20 If | told you that was October 3rd, would you

21 agree with me, 2007?

22  A. Sounds about right.

23 Q. Okay. Didyou -- did you say you

24 scheduled that whole trip?
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A. | sat there when it -- the interaction
took place. This-- | don't remember the
detailsright now. | just remember that two
vehicles -- two or three vehicles had to go
down, and we didn't have -- we needed other
people to drive down. And then Tony was going
to -- | think maybe Tony may have had a meeting
out there, and so someone was going to have to
ride back with Tony, so it ended up being Cindy.

Q. You said you were there. I'mtryingto
get at --

A. | wasat my desk when Tony and Charlie
and Cindy were talking about it.

Q. Okay.

A. | just remember seeing the interaction.
| remember that instance.

Q. Okay. Youremember seeing the

interaction. Was there anything odd about that
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19 interaction?

20 A. No.

21 Q. Wasit -- from you watching the

22 conversation, was Cindy aware that she would be
23 driving back with Tony?

24 A. Yes
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1 Q. Tel mehow that occurred.

2 A. It probably went something like, we've
3 got to take some cars out, we're going to leave
4 them there, you'll just ride back with me.

5 Probably something real light like that. 1'm

6 not -- that's usually how -- everything was

7 pretty much from the hip, hey, we've got to do
8 thisand that, thisand that. That's how the

9 directivesarein our office.

10 Q. Okay. It'sbeen aleged that Tony asked
11 her to bring some nice clothesto have dinner in
12 Cincinnati before they drove the cars back to
13 Columbus. Did you hear anything like that
14 during that conversation?

15  A. That never took place in that moment,
16 no. | would have remembered that. It was
17 al -- anything that I've ever seen from my

18 office-- my little area, from thisto that, has
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19 beenjovial, exciting, happy-go-lucky, business
20 oriented, business minded when -- urgency. |

21 never saw that.

22 Q. Okay. Now, coming back from Cincinnati
23 on October the 3rd, Tony Gutierrez and Cindy
24 stopped by in Grove City at an establishment and
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1 had afew drinks, one drink, two, something like
2 that. Didyou become aware of that at any point
3 intimeright around October 3rd?

4  A. No. | only knew from Mariellen that

5 they stopped at afew places on the way back.

6 Q. Okay. Now, aso about aweek later,

7 mid-October, apparently Cindy Stankoski went to
8 the Ocean Club and had dinner with Tony and some
9 other AG employees. Did you become aware of
10 that?

11  A. No, I didn't know.

12 Q. Didyou ever witness-- and | know

13 you've stated that you and Cindy are not

14 personal friends.

15  A. Uh-huh.

16 Q. Wasthere anything about her behavior in
17 the office that would lead you to believe that

18 she was uncomfortable around Tony, that they had
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19 somekind of negative relationship?

20 A. No. They -- shewould go in his office
21 alot, talk, shut the door and talk. | never

22 saw anything at work that -- | never saw that.
23 It wasthe opposite.

24 Q. Okay. Andif shewas hired in August,
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1 and you know Tony was put on administrative
2 leaverecently --

3 A. Yes

4 Q. -- a that point -- during that time,

5 did it ever change for Cindy, that you can

6 recall? Wasthere ever apoint in time where

7 she became maybe withdrawn, didn't go in his

8 office, tried avoid him?

9 A. Yes. After Christmas, things changed in
10 our office. Though it's been deemed vulgar and
11 hostile, there's been expletives on adaily

12 basis, but something happened around

13 Christmastime and things were changing in our
14 office. Therewasabit more positive, less

15 negative, less -- those things were changing. |
16 doremember Cindy, afew times -- | noticed that
17 they stopped talking. | don't know what

18 happened. Somehow -- something happened, and
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19 I'mintelligent enough to realize she's not

20 going to his office anymore. Something

21 happened, and she stopped talking to him. Once
22 in awhile, when his name was brought up, she
23 would belike, oh, Tony, negative. And | didn't
24 know. | never asked her, because | didn't have
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that authority in her life to be that person.

Q. And you said that was right around
Christmas?

A. From Christmas until now, like, things
were just changing -- like, they were just -- it
was nice, because the atmosphere was becoming
more positive, less stressful even.

Q. Did you ever speak with Vanessa Stout
about any concerns she was having in the

workplace about Tony's behavior towards her or
anything like that?

A. | never knew there were any. | had no
idea.

Q. Would she go in his office and joke with
him?

A. Oh, yeah. Close the door and have lunch
in there sometimes. | mean, between the two --

like, | -- | was -- sometimes | was like -- you
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19 know, | don't have that relationship with my

20 boss, you know, but that's okay, because he's my
21 bossand | want to keep it that way.

22 Q. Doyouknow when Boss's Day is?

23  A. No. Butthisis Secretary's Week.

24 Q. Doyou recall Vanessaand/or Cindy ever
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doing anything for Tony during Boss's Day?

A. Possibly. We've celebrated afew
birthdays and had some luncheonsin the last
year. We've kind of got away from that, so we
kind of revived it again. We've donefiveto
seven in the past year. It's possible we did
one for that. | don't remember.

Q. Tony's birthday is mid-December.

A. Yes.

Q. Do you remember Cindy Stankoski, whether
or not she coordinated some kind of birthday
celebration for him?

A. Yeah. Sheordered the lunch and picked
it up. Andwe-- | helped her get everything
nice, appearance-wise, you know, asfar asthe
food display. I'm pretty sure -- see, we
either -- she's gotten lunch a couple times, so

it's -- it was elther her aunt did it or it was
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19 from Subway. | don't remember which one it was.
20 Q. Okay. Andyou said you helped her get

21 everything nice. Isthat put it on the table?

22 A. Yeah. | helped -- | made asign, happy

23 50th, for Tony.

24 Q. Okay. And specifically you said that
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1 sheordered food either from Subway or from her
2 aunt?

3 A. Uh-huh.

4 Q. Didshedo anything else?

5 A. Shemight haveinitiated acard. She

6 wasgoing to get agift for him. She sent an

7 e-mail out about getting a collection. | think

8 it wastaking about agift card from

9 Mitchell's. Andwewere al like, well, he

10 awaysgoesthere. Sowe-- | don't know that
11 weactually did that. | think we actually just
12 invested in the lunch instead of getting him a
13 gift. | don't -- or lottery tickets. He got

14 lottery tickets, that's what he got.

15 Q. Doyou know if she purchased the lottery
16 tickets?

17  A. Shecould. It'sfrom theleftover money

18 that she got from everybody.
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19 Q. Soshecaollected the money from

20 everybody?

21  A. I'mpretty sure. | helped get involved
22 inthat. She pretty much set up everything for
23 that. That was pretty much her thing.

24 Q. Okay. Didyou guys buy decorations or
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1 anything other than your sign?

2 A. I don'tthink so, no. | don't think so.

3 Q. Okay. And then did you have alunch for
4 him, isthat what happened?

5 A. Uh-huh, birthday lunch.

6 Q. Okay. Anything weird occur, any kind of
7 behavior that you felt maybe Cindy was

8 uncomfortable with him or anything like that?
9 A. No. Itwasavery good day. Itwasa

10 good day.

11 Q. What madeit good?

12 A. Everyone-- you know, it was like a

13 Friday. | don't know if it -- | don't think it

14 happened on aFriday, because he was usually out
15 of the office on Friday. Y ou know how Friday
16 atmosphereis, kind of skeletal staffing and

17 people arealittle more like -- it was agood

18 day.
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19 Q. Doyouremember if she wastrying to

20 figure out any pranksto do or gag giftsto give

21 him or anything like that?

22  A. Probably. Shedid play acouple pranks

23 on him.

24 Q. What were some of those? What were some
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1 of those pranks?

2 A. Thisispublic record, right?

3 Q. Itcouldbe.

4  A. Oh,my God. Allright. | wasat OCIC

5 when this -- they made a phone call from a

6 phone, like, an unmarked number, called -- and

7 they told methis, so | heard it from Cindy and

8 | think -- and | think Vanessa was probably

9 embellishing on it, because it turned out to be

10 very funny to them. It waskind of funny. But
11 they called Tony, pretending to be somebody, and
12 they were going to get him -- hey, we know

13 everything, we're going to get you. And he was
14 like, who isthis? Becauseit kept coming up a
15 restricted number or whatever. So they did that
16 maybe throughout the course of the day, a couple
17 timesduring the day. | don't remember, because

18 | wasat OCIC that day.
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22

Q. Sothey were prank calling him?
A. Yeah.

Q. Okay.

A. And then another time Cindy farted in a

23 Tupperware container and put it in his desk with

24 anote on it that said open and smell. Her and
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Vanessa were part of that.

Q. Okay.

A. They had more access to his office than
| was permitted, even though he was my direct

supervisor. They were -- they were more
comfortable. They had a more comfortable
relationship than | did, so they were in and out
alot.

Q. Didyou ever speak with Charlie Rosol
about any kind of workplace issues with regard
to Tony's behavior in the workplace?

A. No. If | had a problem with something,
| just voiced ageneric complaint. | didn't
have anything that | wanted to escalate.

Q. Likewhat?

A. Onh, | just -- | was assigned to manage
the conference rooms for the AG's office, and

sometimes that needs to be afull-timejob. And
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19 | just voiced that | thought it was ridiculous

20 for -- because there's other loyalties and

21 responsibilitiesthat | have that vary in my job
22 duties. And when someone needs a conference
23 room, about 45 percent of the time, it's right

24 now. | haveto stop what I'm doing and research
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al of the conference rooms and find -- do my
best to assist them, because that's what I've
been told and assigned to do. And | did voicea
grievance on that. | did voice my grievance to
Tony. He advised meto go to Ed. | appealed to
Ed, and he sustained it, basically, to my
chagrin.

Q. Eddid?

A. Uh-huh.

Q. Has Cindy contacted you recently, trying
to ask you about whether or not you were going
to be a witness, has anybody talked to you or
anything like that?

A. No. Someone on the bus asked me how |
spelled my name; and they said was | the Kristi
that worked at the AG's office. Because| take
the COTA express bus from my -- and so | found

out that | was named by going to a Web site --
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19 the news Web site and seeing my name on there.
20 That's how I found out, someone -- not evenin
21 our office -- pointed it out to me.

22 Q. Onthebus?

23  A. Yeah. | ride--

24 Q. Didyou know this person?
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A. No.
Q. Oh.
A. No. See, you know, | ride the bus, |
ride with the same people. They all know | work
for the Attorney General. S0, of coursg, it's
brought attention to me. And I'm doing my best
to be as diplomatic as possible, because |
don't -- although | know and have seen things,
there are things | do not know and have not seen
and was surprised. | was very upset, actualy.
| raced home. | waslike, what? But then when
| saw the report and saw that | wasn't
implicated in anything -- because | didn't know
where -- you know, | didn't know where | stood.
Q. Right.
A. And that was very, very stressing to me.
Q. Okay.

MS. PFEIFFER: | don't think | have
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19 anything else.

20

21

22

23

MR. ESPY: Okay.
MS. PFEIFFER: Thank you.
THE WITNESS: Okay.

MS. PFEIFFER: I'm sorry. He'sgoing to

24 ask you questions.
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1 THE WITNESS. Oh.

2 EXAMINATION

3 BY MR. ESPY:

4 Q. Yousad that you were concerned because
5 things were being leaked out to the newspapers.
6 A. Yes

7 Q. Doyou recal saying that?

8 A. Yes

9 Q. What type of things were you referring

10 tothat you think was leaked out from your

11 office?

12 A. I've been following the papers now. And
13 | don't know what wastold initially. | just

14 remember that -- | remember Charlie taking

15 Tony's plate off the door -- off of his door

16 when John Hathaway was coming. And | remember
17 reading the papers the next day or the day

18 after, specificslike, Tony's name plate was
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19 removed, his BlackBerry was shut down or

20 suspended or turned in, and his vehicle or

21 computer -- | mean, | remember these things

22 being said specificaly. And to me, someonein
23 our office had to have said, because a newspaper
24 reporter is not going to write something as
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little as a name plate being removed. And from
herein, that bothered me, because it appeared to
me that someone was communicating daily, often.
That made me wonder if | was under scrutiny, as
well.
Q. Did you see that comment in the paper
the day after it happened?
A. It had to have been the next day or the
day after, that -- | mean, it was very soon. |
mean, | was surprised because though things are
public record, I'm sure that was not a public
record.
Q. Haseverybody been speculating in your
section as to who the leak was?
A. | haven't talked about my opinion on
that with anybody, so | don't know.
Q. Wadll, | know you're very clear to point

out that you didn't want to get involved, but
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19 you can't turn your ears off. You can close

20 your eyes --

21  A. Yeah.

22 Q. -- but you can't turn your ears off.

23 A. Okay.

24 Q. Sosomethings| think you're reluctant
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to testify about what you've heard; but we don't
know everything you've heard. That's why we're
asking broad questions to you about what you've
heard. So | know you try to close things off,
try to avoid many situations, but we have to
know what you've heard.

A. | understand.

Q. And we've been told there's been
numerous times in the office where there's been
Inappropriate comments made by Tony.

A. Uh-huh.

Q. And even though you may not want to talk
about them, you still heard them.

A. Tony was open in his conversation. |
cannot remember one instance other than that
time with hiswife. That bothered me so much.

Q. What was the reason given why the

offices were soundproofed? Did you have anoise
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19 problem around there?

20  A. | don't know.

21 Q. Why were the offices soundproofed?
22  A. | don't know. I just know that he made
23 it clear to me from that first instance that |

24 had overheard him and tried to be helpful that
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he really didn't want me listening to his

2 business. And | waswell aware of that, and

3 that'swhy | became very defensive of my little
4 corner area. But | don't know. | just know it

5 wasdone. | was given apurchase order.

6 Q. Onthe purchase order, you handled that
7 aspart of your responsibilities on aregular

8 basis?

9 A. Uh-huh.

10 Q. On purchase orders, there's arouting

11 dlip; isthat correct?

12 A. Yes

13 Q. Andtherouting slip has people sign off
14 and approve things?

15 A. Yes

16 Q. Andthen it comes back to the person who
17 initiated the purchase order?

18 A. Yes
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19 Q. Who signed off on the purchase order for
20 the soundproofing?

21  A. Thereisan echelon asfar as signatory
22 authority is concerned.

23 Q. Correct.

24  A. Sobeing -- | believe that at least two
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1 or three offices were done. It may have had to

2 have been signed off by -- if it's over 20,000,

3 Joyce and Ed have to approveit.

4 Q. Wasit over 20,0007

5 A. I don't remember. I'd haveto look.

6 Q. Doyou still have accessto that

7 document, the soundproofing?

8 A. Of course.

9 Q. Would you supply those documents and get
10 them back to us?

11 A. I will. May | have apiece of paper?

12 Q. Not only the soundproofing. When you

13 werethere, did you have any purchase ordersto
14 have the vehicles outfitted with lights or

15 srens?

16  A. | remember seeing maybe invoices. Some
17 of those things may have been done before | came

18 to the office.
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19 Q. Sure

20  A. I canresearch. | -- and | can confirm

21 whether | did afew of them or not, because I've
22 obviously done quite afew since then, so |

23 don't remember.

24 Q. Wadll, look for invoices regarding
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1 putting lights and sirens on State vehicles.

2 A. Okay.

3 Q. Areyou responsible for maintenance,

4 keeping records on the maintenance of State

5 vehicles?

6 A. Charlie handlesthat mainly.

7 Q. Okay. Andyou don't see those documents
8 Dbefore they go out to anyone?

9 A. Aninvoiceisapproved. Charlieor

10 Tony, John, approvesit. | get copies of them,
11 and | do keep them. So | do keep files. But as
12 far asgiving the call on those, it's not my

13 authority. But | do managefiles.

14 Q. Hasanyone asked you to look for records
15 regarding accident reports on the fleet vehicles
16 inthe office?

17  A. Regarding an accident report? No, not

18 an accident report.
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19 Q. Haveyou ever seen accident reports
20 filed on fleet vehiclesin your office?

21  A. Justone.

22 Q. When wasthat?

23  A. Itwasfor Melanie Cornéliusin

24 collections. Somebody rear-ended her, and |
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1 helped onit.

2 Q. What about damage done by people within
3 your section, when they damage vehicles, have
4 they initiated an accident report, do you know?
5 A. They need to beinitiated, but | never

6 haveseenit.

7 Q. Would it come through your desk?

8 A. No. Charlie's. An accident report

9 would go to Charlie or Tony, or Nancy Dunn.
10 Q. Suppose Charlie or Tony caused the

11 accident. Who would get the accident report?
12 A. It would be between the three of them.
13 Q. Yousadyou never socialized with Tony
14 outsidethejob.

15 A. Correct.

16 Q. Weve been told he's asked people to go
17 out for drinks after work. Have you ever heard

18 him ask anyone to go out for drinks after work?

file:///X /WORK /august042108.txt (111 of 179) [5/1/2008 9:51:01 AM]



file//IX|/WORK /august042108.txt

19 A. Yes

20 Q. Whodid he ask to go out for drinks

21 after work?

22  A. Wdll, | know he talked about meeting
23 Cindy outside. | knew they were, hey, what do
24 you want to do, okay.

Professional Reporters, Inc. (614) 460-5000 or (800) 229-0675
pri @priohio.com - www.priohio.com

file:///X /WORK /august042108.txt (112 of 179) [5/1/2008 9:51:01 AM]



file//IX|/WORK /august042108.txt

S7

**CONFIDENTIAL** KRISTI AUGUST
APRIL 21, 2008

1

2

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

Q. You've heard those conversations?
A. Likealighthearted, it was just
passing, like, they -- | knew they were going to
be meeting up. Like, it was a confirmation. |
didn't know anything else. It wasn't in detail.
Q. Other than Cindy, any other peoplein
the office he's asked to go out for drinks after
work?
A. | know that Tony asked Eryah Flynn, only
because Eryah told me.
Q. What's her name?
A. Eryah Flynn.
Q. Sheworksin your office?
A. She'sinIT.
Q. IT?
A. Uh-huh.
Q. Anyone else?
A

. | know he talked about meeting Ed and
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19 Leo. Those are conversations | heard him talk
20 about in hisoffice. Those are the only ones,

21 andthat was, like, aregular basis.

22 Q. When you helped Vanessawith her job

23 application, isthisthe online civil service

24 application form that you were helping her with?
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1 A Yes

2 Q. Whereyou typein thefields?

3 A. Yes

4 Q. Didyou seeany of her application the

5 way she had to handwrite some things, did you
6 help her do that?

7  A. I don't know what that would refer to.

8 | don't recognize --

9 Q. Part of the application process, |

10 think, you fill out by hand.

11 A. Wdl, theway we did it, everything was
12 typed in with the exception of her signature.

13 Q. Okay. Wasthere any questions regarding
14 typing in any previous criminal convictions, do
15 you recal?

16  A. | know | would have asked her, because |
17 asked -- | went through it thoroughly.

18 Q. Didyou ask her that?
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19 A. | would have. | -- becauseit'sa

20 question on the -- | mean, she sat at my desk,
21 and| said, okay, what did you do in this, as

22 far asher experience, and she would say A, B,
23 or C. Andthen | would input it, and we went to
24 thenext. Sol didgolineby line. So
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1 whatever | put on there was what she did tell
2 me.

3 Q. Didyou hear any discussionsin the

4 office that she had convictionsinvolving theft
5 inher past?

6  A. No, not theft.

7 Q. Okay. What about assault?

8 A. Assault, yes.

9 Q. Harassment?

10 A. Yes
11 Q. DUI?
12 A. No.

13 Q. Didanyone -- did Tony ever tell you not
14 to put certain things on the application?

15 A. No

16 Q. Becauseit may jeopardize her not being
17 hired?

18 A. No. He-- hegave her to me and had to
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19 leave, so shewasin my care.

20 Q. Didyou share with him the finished
21 product before you submitted it?

22  A. After sheleft thefirst time, | brought
23 itto himand said, thisiswhat she has. He
24 said, okay, isthere -- basically, the
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conversation was, is there anything we have?
And | remember the first time she was there, |
said, only in collections. She's -- she has
some qualifications that may put her in that
position.

Q. Did you testify she had come there three
times before she was actually hired, came to the
office?

A. Before she was hired? Two or three

times.
Q. What was she there for the other times,
just for the application process?

A. You know, she may have picked up

something.
Q. Do you know what it was?

A. No, | don't. She--itwasall

informal, outside of the initial -- she came

dressed up the first time we met; and then the

file:///X /WORK /august042108.txt (119 of 179) [5/1/2008 9:51:01 AM]



file//IX|/WORK /august042108.txt

19 second time, she may have come to pick something
20 up, she was meeting someone, | don't remember
21 the specifics. And then the third time, |

22 think, wasfor an interview or another ook on

23 the Web site. | don't remember.

24 Q. Youdon't know who she picked it up
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1 from, though?

2 A. Itwould have been Tony. Sheonly had

3 interaction with Tony.

4 Q. Didshecome by herself?

5 A. Someone could have dropped her off, but

6 | think that would be the extent.

7 Q. Shedidn't comein with another female?

8 A. Shedid not enter with anyone else, to

9 my knowledge.

10 Q. Okay. Y ou described the atmosphere from
11 September to sometime in December as being

12 lighthearted in the office.

13 A. Uh-huh.

14 Q. And Cindy did not show any signs that

15 she was uncomfortable with Tony being around?
16 A. | havenoidea

17 Q. Shedidn't show any signs she was

18 uncomfortable?
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19  A. Cindy did not show any signs she was
20 uncomfortable.

21 Q. Yousad shewent into his office

22 periodically and closed the door behind her?
23  A. Onceinawhilethey had conversations
24 with the door shut.
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1 Q. Okay. Do you know who shut the door?
2 A. Shewakedin. She shut the door.

3 Q. Okay. And this continued -- would you

4 say this continued at least up through

5 Christmas?

6 A. Yes

7 Q. And when Vanessawas hired, she and

8 Cindy were very close? Would you say they were
9 very close?

10  A. They became very close.

11 Q. Andwereyou aware that they were social
12 friends outside of work also?

13  A. | wasawarethey were.

14 Q. How did you become aware of that?

15  A. Becausethey would talk about coming in
16 from the night before.

17 Q. Okay. Wereyou aware, had they been

18 sociaizing with Tony outside the office?

file:///X /WORK /august042108.txt (123 of 179) [5/1/2008 9:51:01 AM]



file//IX|/WORK /august042108.txt

19  A. I'mnot aware of the two of them

20 together socializing with Tony outside the

21 office.

22 Q. What about the two of them separately?
23  A. Yeah, they hung out regularly, to my
24 understanding.
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1 Q. WithTony?

2 A. No. | don't-- | can't vouch for that.

3 | can't vouch -- for the three of them together,
4 | can't vouch for that.

5 Q. When this Christmas party was planned,
6 do you recall receiving an e-mail from Cindy
7 requesting donations for the party?

8 A. For thebirthday party or Christmas

9 party?

10 Q. Birthday party. I'm sorry.

11  A. I do. I'msurel haveit still saved.

12 Q. Okay. Andwould you say shewasin
13 charge of planning the party?

14  A. Shetook it upon herself. She'sa

15 self-starter.

16 Q. DidVanessaassist her in that?

17  A. Shecould have. They probably went

18 together and got the stuff. If they went -- |
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19 believethey picked up the subs from Subway.
20 I'm pretty sure. And | remember they went to
21 thewrong Subway initially together and had to
22 goto adifferent one, because there's, like,

23 five down here, to the best of my remembrance.
24 Q. When did you think that things started
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1 tochangein the office? Y ou mentioned around
2 Christmastime or the first of January.

3  A. After Christmastime.

4 Q. How long were you off work after

5 Christmas?

6  A. Probably just New Year's Day.

7 Q. Andyou said you came back and Vanessa
8 wasgone?

9 A. Yes

10 Q. Shewasn't transferred from there until

11 the middle of the month of January.

12 A. Shewas-- I'mvery surethat -- I'm

13 very surethat | came back from my break and she
14 wasnot in our office anymore.

15 Q. Wdl, therecords we haveisthat she

16 was transferred around about the 22nd of

17 January.

18  A. I'm 99 percent sure when | returned from
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19 my break, | was so -- I'm certain that she was
20 gone.

21 Q. Youdon' recal seeing her after that?

22  A. | didnot.

23 Q. Okay. Do you recal asituation where
24 the Attorney General's wife came by the section
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1 around Christmastime?

2 A. I wasout of the office.

3 Q. Youwere out of the office then?

4  A. (Witness nods head.)

5 Q. Youdidn't seethat at all?

6 A. No.

7 Q. Didanyonetell you, when you came back,
8 that the Attorney General and his wife came by
9 with chocolates or something?

10  A. Uh-huh.

11 Q. With cups of chocolate?

12 A. Yes

13 Q. Who told you that?

14 A. Nicholas Miller.

15 Q. NicholasMiller?

16  A. Uh-huh.

17 Q. What did hetell you about that?

18  A. Our interaction regarding that was that
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19 there was extra cups of chocolate left over, and
20 he wanted them to be distributed to the section
21 chiefs, and that was how | found out about it.
22 Q. Section chiefs?

23  A. The AG at 150 and SOT section chiefs.
24 So the remaining cups, we did meet up, and had
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1 them delivered to the respective chiefs.

2 Q. How many peoplein the section got cups
3 of chocolate, in your section?

4  A. | think these ones went only to the 150
5 building.

6 Q. Which oneswent to 1507

7  A. Theremaining ones that Nicholas Miller
8 brought down.

9 Q. Nicholas Miller isthe Attorney

10 Generad's secretary?

11  A. Assistant, yes.

12 Q. And he brought them down when?

13  A. Itwas-- | hadjust come-- see, he

14 brought them -- | just remember that there

15 wasn't alot of peopleinthe office. There

16 wasn't alot of peoplethere. And hejust said,
17 these-- I'minstructed to pass these out. And

18 he needed help -- he had just started, or he had

file:///X /WORK /august042108.txt (131 of 179) [5/1/2008 9:51:02 AM]



file//IX|/WORK /august042108.txt

19 beenfairly new, so | wasjust helping him

20 organizeit. And it wasjust remaining cups of
21 chocolate that had been passed out. | didn't

22 know anything about it until he brought them to
23 me.

24 Q. But did you hear the Attorney General
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and his wife had been there passing out cups of
chocolate?

A. | did.

Q. And when did you hear they came by to do
that?

A. After that. Because when the
chocolate -- when Nicholas brought me the
chocolate, | didn't know what it wasfor. |
didn't ask questions. He brought them, and |
just did it. Maybe a couple weeks after that,
someone told me -- | think Charlieand | were
talking about it, and he said that Marc and
Alyssahad beenin. | was sad because | didn't
get a chance to meet her.

Q. Do you know approximately when that time
period was? Was that when you were on your
break?

A. No. It would have been sometimein
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19 January, when --

20 Q. Youwere back then?

21 A. Yes

22 Q. But you were not there when they were
23 passing chocolates out?

24  A. | wasnot.
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1 Q. Didit occur inthe morning, do you

2 know, or the afternoon, or the evening?

3 A. | have no knowledge.

4 Q. Didyou hear anything that happened

5 whilethey were there passing chocolate out that
6 people were discussing?

7  A. There-- | have heard that Alyssa met

8 Cindy, and it was not a positive experience.

9 And that's the extent | heard.

10 Q. Who told you that?

11 A. | think James Ford told me that.

12 Q. Okay. Anddid you ask him why?

13  A. Probably. Therewasminimal knowledge
14 about it. | believe he told me that they were

15 introduced, and when Alyssafound out Cindy's
16 name, sherecoiled abit. That's the extent |

17 know.

18 Q. Okay. Youdidn't hear it from Cindy,
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19 though, did you?

20 A. No.

21 Q. Did you see the same closeness between
22 Cindy and Tony after the New Y ear'sas you did
23 Dbeforethe New Year's?

24 A. No. | think it dwindled. It dwindled.
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| just knew something happened. | can't
pinpoint whether it was January or the first of
February, | don't remember. | just noticed that
things started to change.

Q. Did Vanessa come back to the section
once she left, and were you there when she came
back to see people?

A. She'scome afew times.

Q. When she came back to the section, what
was the environment then?

A. Hewasn't around.

Q. Hewasn't around either time she came
back?

A. No. Wéll, no. Onetime, she came, and
| know that there was a disagreement between
them. At thispoint, | didn't know any
gpecifics. | knew there was a disagreement.

And she had come before that, and he wasn't
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19 there. But this particular time she camein, he
20 wasthere. It was, hey, what'sup? How are
21 you? Shooting the breeze.

22 Q. They still seemed to be friendly?

23  A. That particular time, yes.

24 Q. Okay. But she had aready been
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1 transferred then?

2 A. Yes, shehad.

3 Q. Theseprank callsyou said that Cindy

4 placed to Tony, wasit Cindy and Vanessa doing
5 this, or --

6 A. | believeso.

7 Q. Andyou said one of the prank calls,

8 they were pretending to say we know everything.
9 A. Uh-huh.

10 Q. What were they referring to, do you

11 know?

12 A. No. | think they just talked in adark,

13 solemnvoice, | know what you did, something to
14 the degree of they had knowledge and they were
15 going to tell on him.

16 Q. Knowledge of what?

17  A. They weren't specific. | think they

18 werejust making short, brief statements, just
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19 to escalate fear.

20 Q. Andthis occurred when, what month?

21  A. I'll haveto confirm that. I'll haveto

22 check my calendar. It waswhen | went to OCIC,
23 because | was gonethat day. | came back to the
24 office, and they told me.
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1 Q. Doyouthink it was before the first of
2 theyear?

3 A. No, itwasafter. | -- | do not

4 remember. I'll have to confirm my calendar.
5 Q. Couldyou get back to us on that?

6 A. lwill.

7 Q. Andthenyou said also that she farted
8 inacontainer --

9 A. Yes

10 Q. -- and sealed it back up.

11 A. Yes

12 Q. Anddidyou -- and she presented thisto
13 Tony?

14  A. They leftiton hisdesk. Hewasat a
15 meeting.

16 Q. Didyou seethem leaveit on his desk?
17  A. | knew they did. | -- | didn't watch

18 themdoit. But | knew that the action had
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19 taken place, was dropped off, and then they left
20 itinthere.

21 Q. Wereyou there when Tony opened the
22 container?

23 A. Yes

24 Q. And what happened then?
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1 A. Therewasnothing. It had apparently

2 dissipated. Hedidn't know. He thought it was
3 ridiculous, like what's supposed to be in here.
4 Q. Werethey around when he did that?

5 A. Yes. | think Cindy hid from Tony. She,
6 like-- you know, it was -- she got alittle

7 shy. | was concerned.

8 Q. Now, this-- was Vanessa around also?
9 A. Yes

10 Q. Andthey both started laughing when he
11 opened it up?

12 A. Morethanlikely. Itwas--itwasa

13 jovia experience. It wasjust -- they were

14 laughing. It wasfunny.

15 Q. Were any other employeesinvolved in
16 that prank?

17 A. No.

18 Q. Just thetwo of them?
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19 A. Yeah.
20 Q. Okay.
21 What was Tony's reaction to that?

22 A. | think hejust laughed it off.
23 Q. Laughed it off?

24  A. (Witness nods head.)
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1 Q. Sothephonecall prank and the

2 container prank were all done around the same
3 time?

4  A. Huh-uh. Maybe --

5 Q. Two separate occasions?

6 A. Two separate occasions.

7 Q. How much time elapsed between the first
8 prank and the second prank?

9 A. Maybeamonth.

10 Q. Andyou will be ableto tell me going

11 back and looking at your calendar and notes when
12 thesetook place possibly?

13  A. Confirmthe OCIC trip. | cannot

14 confirm -- because that's when they farted --
15 [I'm sorry, when they made the crank calling.
16 But | don't remember when they did the other
17 things.

18 Q. Wdl, Vanessawas gonein 2008 --
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19 sometimein 2008. So with that time reference,
20 would you say that it occurred before the New

21 Year or after the New Year?

22  A. | don't know. Because | know that |

23 took off for Christmas. And if | was off again,

24 because | like to take -- there'sa holiday in
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1 January, isthere not? | like to take three- or

2 four-day weekends. And thereisagood chance
3 that she was there, because I'm getting confused
4 when | was off between Christmas and if there
5 wasaholiday in January.

6 Q. Wdll, Martin Luther King Day was on the
7 16th of January.

8 A. Yes. There'sagood chance that

9 either -- dl | remember specifically is that

10 shewasin my office-- | went on abreak and
11 came back and she was gone. It was either

12 Christmas or the Martin Luther King holiday.
13 I'd haveto go back and see when | wasn't here.
14 Q. | think you're referring to Dr. King's

15 holiday, because that was the weekend of the
16 16th.

17  A. Uh-huh.

18 Q. | think she wastransferred --

file:///X /WORK /august042108.txt (147 of 179) [5/1/2008 9:51:02 AM]



file//IX|/WORK /august042108.txt

19  A. Shortly after that?

20 Q. Yeah.

21  A. I'msorry. I'mtrying to remember

22 specifically. There'sagood chance that

23 happened between that break. | cannot confirm.
24 Q. But you will go back and try to
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1 reconstruct this?

2 A lwill.

3 Q. Okay. Isthere anything else that you

4 can think of that you have knowledge of which

5 goesto the crux of thisinvestigation that

6 you've seen or heard?

7 A. I'mjust surprised, to adegree. | did

8 not realize all these things had happened

9 outsidethe office. But asfar asthe work

10 environment was concerned, there was no

11 indication to me that there was ever a problem.
12 Itjust-- | never saw aproblem. | was

13 surprised.

14 Q. You never saw aproblem between Cindy
15 and Vanessaand Tony --

16  A. Uh-huh.

17 Q. --inregardsto any type of sexual

18 harassment?
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19  A. No. | mean, there was teasing both

20 ways, interaction both ways. | never -- I'm

21 just surprised.

22 Q. Didyou ever hear Cindy or Vanessa make
23 off-color jokesto Tony?

24  A. Itispossible. Well, Vanessa. Vanessa
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1

2

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

had a more open relationship with Tony, asfar
as her language. They were alot -- they became
closer, | think, when she came. | just remember
one instance, | wasin the office and | was

either -- | was expressing a concern -- or the
process of being reprimanded, because it was a
serious -- like, just a serious address that was
being -- that had taken place.

And the door was open, and she just
walked in and went off about the security guard
downstairs had stopped her, just used the F
bomb, just going -- and very -- right in the
middle of our conversation. And | was just
surprised, because -- but this happened, you
know, this type of fluency and freedom was
there. There was that freedom. | did not
exercise that freedom myself. But | was, that

particular time was just, like, disappointed and
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19 surprised because he was in the middle of

20 something, ran briefly sustained while they --
21 you know, heinquired as to what had happened,
22 and made a-- gave her some instruction on how
23 tohandleit. And | think we may have finished
24 up briefly after that.
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1 Q. Butshewasthrowing the F bombin his

2 office?

3 A. That particular time, shewasjust --

4 shewas very angry and just caught me off guard.
5 Q. Didyou ever hear Cindy use profanity --
6 A. Yes

7 Q. --inthe presence of Tony?

8 A. Yes

9 Q. Anything with sexual overtonesto them?
10  A. It'spossible, but | can't remember

11 anything specifically.

12 Q. Do you have an opinion asto why you

13 think this has happened?

14  A. Yes | do.

15 Q. Whatisyour opinion? And let me assure
16 you that there's nothing here that could cause
17 any retaliation against you for anything you

18 say, so don't worry about anything happening to
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19 you, job security, thingslike that. It won't
20 happen. But we need to have you be totally
21 honest with us.

22 A. Okay. Thisisvery hard.

23 | felt at times that there was

24 favoritism and privileges. | did my very best
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1

2

3

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

to perform aptly and to be excellent at all
times. | made mistakes, like anyone else, but |
worked very diligently. But | did feel there
was a camaraderie and privilege. And there were
times when Tony instructed us -- meaning maybe
myself or Erika or James or Andy -- to assist
Cindy when she needed help. And | felt she had
alot of free privileges, freerein, just more
fluency. Again, there's reasons for everything,
and | will not question Tony's judgment. But |
was required to alwaystell him where | was
going, always had to be accountable. But then
again, | was his secretary, so that may give
cause to that.

| feel that something had happened to
change the rights of those privileges, and I'm
not sure that -- what the -- | question the

motive of these two ladies.
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19 Q. Areyou questioning their motive because
20 you think their privileges were curtailed or

21 limited in some kind of way?

22  A. | don't--if -- maybe jockeying for

23 power.

24 Q. They werejockeying for power? I'm
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[ —

trying to put in context what you told me.

2 A. lunderstand. I'm sorry.

3 Things were better for me after the

4 first of the year because | felt that they were

5 not only gaining more professional stance, but
6 that | was starting to step into the -- to -- |

7 am not an authority in that office. But there

8 isanauthority that thetitle has. And | felt

9 that | was getting respected differently, and

10 treated in respect to that, and that these

11 privileges were ceasing, and that the freedom
12 and liberty to go and come as they pleased,

13 whether Tony was aware of it or not, those were
14 changing. And --

15 Q. Why do you think that happened, do you
16 know?

17  A. | havenoidea

18 Q. What was Cindy's reaction when Vanessa
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19 wastransferred?

20  A. | believe she was very upset.

21 Q. And she-- do you know why she was very
22 upset?

23  A. No.

24 Q. Did she ever voice her opinion, maybe
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1 sne'snext?

2  A. No, not to me.

3 Q. Okay. Did Tony'swife ever come into
4 the section at all?

5 A. Yes. | mether.

6 Q. Whendid you meet her?

7 A. Right before Easter weekend.

8 Q. Before Easter weekend?

9 A. Yes

10 Q. Okay. What was the occasion?

11 A. Thefamily wasintown. The kidswere
12 off on spring break maybe.

13 Q. Andyou never met Marc's wife, though?
14  A. Oh,yes, | have.

15 Q. When did you meet her?

16  A. | met her maybe two or three weeks

17 before that.

18 Q. That would be when?
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19  A. It would have been in February,

20 possibly, or thefirst of March.

21 Q. What wasthe occasion?

22  A. Shewas meeting Tony for some particular
23 reason, and she was sitting out in front of his

24 office, and | had the privilege of meeting her.
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1

2

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

Q. Was Cindy there that day?

A. Yes.

Q. Did she meet her also that day, do you
know?

A. No. She-- Mrs. Dann stayed right in
front of Tony's office. She may have walked
somewhere else with Tony as her escort. But to
the best of my remembrance, she stayed right
there.

Q. Okay. Did you think you were getting a
little bit more of your authority or
relationship as administrative assistant with
Tony after Vanessa left?

A. Yes.

Q. Isthat ayes?

A. Yes.

Q. And I'm trying to characterize what

you'retelling me. Before that, because of
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19 Cindy and Vanessas relationship with Tony, you
20 were marginalized to some extent? You didn't
21 have as much influence or access to him? You
22 talked before about how they could walk in any
23 timethey want to in his office and they could

24 closethe door. They had free flow of language
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1

2

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

between them. But you were the administrative
assistant, and you didn't have the same --

A. No. But | respected himalso. And | --
if | wanted to, I'm sure | could have engaged
just in more conversations. But it was, thisis
my personal opinion, to stay as professional.
If that meant not being as friendly -- we were
friendly and congenial, professional. | didn't
step outside of that box. Joked and teased once
in awhile, but nothing to that extent.

Q. Okay. Wdll, if there's anything else
that you want to add or clarify, would you
contact me or Julie on that?

A. 1 will.

Q. You still look like there's something
else you want to say.

A. If | may express another concernin

light of this, that with all this scrutiny, it
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19 just seemsto bein my area, with me being

20 completely honest, that | will be retaliated

21 against within my own staff. That ismy --

22 Q. You'll what?

23  A. Beretdiated against. Individuals from

24 my own staff. Y ou know, me saying such things
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1

2

3

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17
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and voicing my opinion on how the attitudes were
changing. And thisiswhat isdifficult. My
opinion, that things were -- in my opinion, they
were changing. We have all grown and worked in
this department to make things possible and
effective for the State of Ohio. And everything
else that's happened, not ignoring that, but
putting that over there, it has disappointed me
that this has just come up when things, in my
professional opinion, were becoming more sharp
and defined and clear, behaviors changing.
Everyone was working together to make this
possible.
Tony did address me, that he was working
on -- two or three times to be more diligent in
his watch of hislanguage, in his contact or
whatever. And so | -- | appreciated that. |

appreciated that, because that's the change that
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19 | saw.

20 In regards to the two girls, | just was

21 surprised because of the freedom that they had
22 changed. And | have noill will against the two
23 of them. However, it just seemsthat -- I'm so
24 very sorry. I'mjust glad to see-- | was glad
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1 to seethe changes.

2 Q. WasCindy very closeto anyoneelsein

3 that section, other than Vanessa?

4  A. Doug Armbrust.

5 Q. Definethat relationship. Did she

6 report to him as a-- did she work for him?

7 A. No.

8 Q. Describethat for me.

9 A. Shetalkedto himalot. They probably

10 communicated alot. It's changed, though.

11 Because when Mariellen was there, Cindy confided
12 alotin Mariellen. Mariellen left. We

13 added -- well, | know Amanda came on the scene
14 shortly around that time, but Amanda did not

15 replace her in that respect. And then Vanessa

16 came, and then Vanessa and her became bosom
17 buddies. And then Cindy hastalked to me about

18 stuff, but it'slike, hey, about her other job,
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19 personal training, it's not -- we never had

20 that.

21 Q. When did she become close to Armbrust?
22 Isit Doug?

23  A. Doug, yes. | just noticed that she

24 talked to him alot.
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1 Q. Doyou think she confided in him?

2 A. Wdl, I don't know. Doug expressed to

3 me, | believe on Thursday -- because we chatted
4 about how everyone's been questioned. And he
5 said, well, | have stayed out of this, and she

6 hastried -- he just volunteered it, he

7 volunteered that she hastried to talk to him

8 and he pushed her off.

9 Q. Wasthere any indication that -- did she

10 have arelationship with Doug Armbrust outside
11 the office?

12 A. No, | don't think so. Everybody got

13 together once in awhile for drinks outside of

14 work. | don't know if he was there. Outside of
15 that, no.

16 Q. Did heindicate he had some apprehension
17 about coming here to testify?

18 A. No, | don't think so.
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19 MR. ESPY: That'sal | have. |

20 appreciate you coming in. | appreciate your

21 honesty and straightforwardness. And if you can
22 look into those other matters for me, I'd

23 appreciate that, too.

24 MS. PFEIFFER: Ashley Tackett, too. |
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1 don't know if you --

2 THE WITNESS. Oh, yes. With Ashley, you
3 just want the date, right?

4 MS. PFEIFFER: Right.

) THE WITNESS. Okay.

6 MR. ESPY: And you can e-mail -- do you
7 have e-mail addresses?

8 MS. PFEIFFER: Yeah. My e-mail address
9 isonthenoticel sent toyou Friday. Sois

10 Ben's.

11 THE WITNESS. Okay.

12 MR. ESPY: Thank you very much. |

13 appreciateit.

14 THE WITNESS: Sure.

15 MR. ESPY: | hope we didn't upset you

16 too much.

17 THE WITNESS. If | can say something off

18 the record.
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19 MR. ESPY: Okay.

20 (Discussion held off the record.)

21 BY MR. ESPY:

22 Q. Didyou ever have any information
23 regarding Tony's acquisition of aconceaed
24 carry permit?
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1 A. lassistedinfiling -- filling out the

2 application for concealed carry, making contact
3 with Franklin County Sheriff's office for

4 genera information and instruction on the

5 application process.

6 Q. Anddidyou receive an application in

7 your office for that concealed carry?

8 A. Ireceivedit and filled out information

9 and then turned it in for him to complete.

10 Q. Okay. Wasthere awork-related reason
11 astowhy the concealed carry permit was being
12 obtained?

13  A. It was my understanding that in the

14 event he needed to drive Marc, if Mr. Conley was
15 not available, or for whatever reason, he was a
16 backup. That was my understanding.

17 Q. Didyou ever see aweapon acquired by

18 Mr. Gutierrez in the office?

file:///X /WORK /august042108.txt (173 of 179) [5/1/2008 9:51:02 AM]



file:///X|/WORK/august042108.txt

19 A. No. No.

20 Q. Didyou ever hear that there was a

21 weapon utilized in one of the State vehicles?
22 A. No.

23 Q. Kept in one of the State vehicles?

24  A. No, | did not hear that.
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1 Q. Isthereanything else you want to put

2 ontherecord before you leave today?

3 A. No.

4 MR. ESPY: That will end our interview,
5 then.

6 -=0=-

7 Thereupon, the sworn interview of

8 Kristi August, April 21, 2008, was concluded at
9 1.02 p.m.

10 -=0=-

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18
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19
20
21
22
23
24
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1 CERTIFICATE

2 STATE OF OHI
SS:
3 COUNTY OF FRANKLIN :

4 |, Sara S. Clark, RPR/CRR/CCP/CBC, a
Notary Public in and for the State of Ohio, duly

5 commissioned and qualified, do hereby certify
that the within-named KRISTI AUGUST was first

6 duly sworn to testify to the truth, the whole
truth, and nothing but the truth in the cause

7 aforesaid; that the testimony then given was
reduced to stenotypy in the presence of said

8 witness, afterwards transcribed; that the
foregoing is atrue and correct transcript of

9 thetestimony; that thisinterview was taken at
the time and place in the foregoing caption

10 specified.

11 | do further certify that | am not a
relative, employee or attorney of any of the

12 parties hereto; that | am not arelative or
employee of any attorney or counsel employed by

13 the parties hereto; that | am not financially
interested in the action; and further, | am not,

14 nor isthe court reporting firm with which | am
affiliated, under contract as defined in Civil

15 Rule 28(D).

16 In witness whereof, | have hereunto
set my hand and affixed my seal of office at
17 Columbus, Ohio, on this day
of , 2008.
18
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° Sara S. Clark, RPR/CRR/CCP/CBC
20 Notary Public, State of Ohio.

21 My commission expires. March 10, 2013
22

23

24
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