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**CONFIDENTIAL** MARIELLEN ARANDA
APRIL 17, 2008

1

2

10

11

12
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MR. ESPY: Ms. Aranda, my name's Ben
Espy. I'm the executive assistant to the
Attorney General; and thisis Julie Pfeiffer,
she's asenior attorney at the employment
section.

We would like to ask you a few questions
regarding some allegations of sexual harassment
against one Anthony Gutierrez.

THE WITNESS. Okay.

MR. ESPY: And we cannot assure to you
that this -- your statements will be
confidential, because some of these statements
may become public.

THE WITNESS: Understood.

MR. ESPY: Andwe're having all the
testimony under oath this morning.

And if you have any questions, you can

ask us now.
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19 THE WITNESS. Okay.

20 MR. ESPY: Andif you don't have any
21 questions, we'll have you raise your right hand
22 and be swornin.

23

24
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**CONFIDENTIAL** MARIELLEN ARANDA
APRIL 17, 2008

1 MARIELLEN ARANDA

2 being first duly sworn, as hereinafter

3 certified, says asfollows:

4 EXAMINATION

5 BY MS. PFEIFFER:

6 Q. Maridllen, when did you become employed
7 with the Attorney Genera's office?

8 A. 10-4-04.

9 Q. Okay. And what were you hired as?

10 A. | washired asagenera services

11 assistant. | wasthe payment card administrator
12 and afternoon receptionist for the Attorney

13 Genera up on the 17th floor.

14 MR. ESPY: Would you keep your voice up
15 alittle bit so she can hear you.

16 THE WITNESS:. Sorry. I'maquiet

17 person.

18 MR. ESPY: | understand.
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19 BY MS. PFEIFFER:

20 Q. Okay. Andwasthat during the previous
21 administration with Attorney General Petro?
22 A. Itwas, yes.

23 Q. Okay. Didyou receive any job transfers
24 or promotions during the Petro administration?
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**CONFIDENTIAL** MARIELLEN ARANDA
APRIL 17, 2008

1 A. No, | did not.

2 Q. Sol believe that the Dann

3 administration took office approximately January
4 of '07. Would you agree?

5 A. Yes

6 Q. Andwho wasyour direct supervisor under
7 the Dann administration?

8 A. PeteMash. Well, there was -- when

9 Mr. Danntook over, there was the director of

10 genera services position was not filled

11 immediately, so our -- so Charlie Rosol was our
12 supervisor.

13 Q. Okay.

14  A. But then | was hired into aposition in

15 the telecommunications section, and Pete Mash
16 was my supervisor.

17 Q. When did that happen?

18  A. A couple months after the administration

file:///X /[WORK /aranda041708.txt (11 of 153) [5/1/2008 9:49:17 AM]



file://IX|/WORK /aranda041708.txt

19 change. | don't know the exact date.

20 Q. You became atelecommunications
21 assistant?

22 A. Yes

23 Q. Wasthat araise or atransfer?

24  A. Itwasadollar-an-hour raise.
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**CONFIDENTIAL** MARIELLEN ARANDA
APRIL 17, 2008

1 Q. Okay. Andyou said Pete Mash was then

2 vyour direct supervisor?

3 A. Yes

4 Q. Doyouremember when Anthony Gutierrez
5 became the director of general services?

6 A. Yes

7 Q. Okay. Do you recal that as being

8 around February --

9 A. Yes

10 Q. -- of 2007?

11 A. Yes

12 Q. Okay. Now, when he became director, did
13 Pete Mash -- was Pete Mash still your direct

14 supervisor?

15 A. Peteand Charlie, yes.

16 Q. Peteand Charlie?

17  A. Yeah. | mean, Charliewas-- | don't

18 know that Pete is considered a supervisor
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19 technically, but he was my -- the person |
20 reported to once | took that other position.
21 Q. Okay.

22  A. Butit was Pete and Charlie, both.
23 Q. And then Pete and Charlie reported
24 directly to Anthony?
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**CONFIDENTIAL** MARIELLEN ARANDA
APRIL 17, 2008

1

2

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

A. Yes.

Q. Now, it's been told to us that on the
evening of September 10th, 2007, that Cindy
Stankoski began text messaging you; is that
correct?

A. Yes.

Q. Before we get into that, do you know
Cindy Stankoski?

A. | know her only through work. | met her
when she was hired into the office. And because
we were sitting right next to each other, and |
was training her, we did become friends pretty
quickly. And that's-- yeah. But | didn't know

her prior to working -- prior to her hire.

Q. Okay. Did you socialize with her
outside of work?

A. A couple of times, yes.

Q. When was that?
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19  A. | don't know exact dates. But there was

20 oneinstancethat -- | was at her apartment

21 once, we went there. She came down to Lancaster
22 once. And then there was agenera services

23 kind of happy hour that we al went to once. So
24 therewas alittle bit of outside.
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**CONFIDENTIAL** MARIELLEN ARANDA
APRIL 17, 2008

1 Q. Okay. When you went to her apartment,
2 wasthat before September 10th or after?

3 A. | don't remember. | think -- | think

4 before.
5 Q. Okay.
6 A. Before.

7 Q. Okay. And when she cameto Lancaster,
8 do you remember, was that before or after?

9 A. That was before, yeah.

10 Q. Okay.

11 Now, on September 10th, 2007, Cindy

12 Stankoski, after work, went to have drinks with
13 Tony Gutierrez.

14  A. Uh-huh.

15 Q. Isthat your understanding?

16 A. Yes

17 Q. Didyou know she was going to go before

18 that?
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19 A. No.
20 Q. Did she have any discussions with you

21 regarding Tony Gutierrez prior to September

22 10th?
23 A. Yes.
24 Q. Okay.
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10

**CONFIDENTIAL** MARIELLEN ARANDA
APRIL 17, 2008

1 A. Yes, there were quite afew comments,
2 and he consistently wanted her to have drinks
3 with him. And there were quite afew sexual
4 comments that were made towards her. It was
5 just pretty consistent. And all the other girls
6 inthe office.

7 Q. Didyou witness them?

8 A. | witnessed quite afew.

9 Q. Okay. And what would those be?

10  A. Oh, I can't think of specifics. It

11 happened al thetime. | can't think of

12 specific instances.

13 Q. Wdll, I'll giveyou aminute, because |
14 don't -- | don't know what you're considering
15 sexua comments. That'swhy | think | would
16 likeyou to tell me exactly what it isthat you
17 heard so that we can -- we know.

18 A. Okay.
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19 (Pause in proceedings.)

20  A. | can't recal specific comments.

21 Q. Butyou believe that Tony Gutierrez

22 directed sexual comments at Cindy Stankoski?
23 A. Oh, yeah.

24 Q. But you can't remember any of them?
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11

**CONFIDENTIAL** MARIELLEN ARANDA
APRIL 17, 2008

1 A. | can't remember any specific ones. |

2 remember one comment that was directed at an
3 intern we had that was very inappropriate, |

4 believe.

5 Q. Okay. And what was that one?

6 A. I'mtrying to think of her name. She

7 wasaninternin general services. Lindsay

8 Kates, was her name.

9 It was around lunchtime. | was standing

10 inthe kitchen on the 15th floor of the State

11 Office Tower. And Tony was speaking with

12 Lindsay, and it was a playful-type conversation.
13 Hewas picking on her about something, but she
14 kind of laughed and said, I'm -- okay, I'm going
15 to go back to my private place now, meaning her
16 cubicle, that's how | took it. He said, oh,

17 don't get me started on your private places.

18 Q. Okay. How did she react?
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19  A. | think shejust walked away. | don't

20 think there was any specific -- and | know there
21 was comments and continue -- he continually

22 asked Erika Haske to come to his apartment, to
23 gofor drinks, to, you know, hook up with one of
24 his construction company guys that he wanted to
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12

**CONFIDENTIAL** MARIELLEN ARANDA
APRIL 17, 2008

1

2

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

hook her up with. | mean, there was -- his-- |
mean, there was quite a bit. | -- | feel bad
that | don't remember any specific comments
towards Cindy. | know at one point -- and |
believe this was after the night we're speaking
of -- that he wanted her to go to a casino and
gave her abrochure and told her that -- to pick
some dates and they'd go to this casino
together.

Q. Who, her?

A. Tony and Cindy. Cindy. I'm sorry.

Q. And you witnessed this?

A. | witnessed her come out of his office
with the brochure.

Q. Okay.

A. But -- and | witnessed them -- | mean, |
could see them talking together. But that's

what she told me he had said, and she had the
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19 brochure in her hand when she walked out of
20 there.

21 Q. What did she say to you?

22  A. That he had asked her to go -- pick some
23 dates, and they would go to the casino together.
24 Q. Didshetell you --
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13

**CONFIDENTIAL** MARIELLEN ARANDA
APRIL 17, 2008

1 A. Shelaughed. | mean, shethought it

2 was-- | mean, shewaslike, yeah, right. |

3 mean, she -- yeah.

4 Q. Okay. Canyouremember anything else

5 about either Cindy that you saw, these sexual

6 comments? | know you gave the one about Cindy
7 Kates.

8 A. Lindsay Kates.

9 Q. Thank you. And him continuously asking
10 Erikato come over to his apartment to have

11 drinkswith him. Anything else?

12 A. | know quite afew people on the 15th

13 floor, the attorneys in the business counsel

14 section, Lori Payne, Jessica Borgert, would ask
15 me, why does helook at uslike that? Does he
16 have -- what's up with him? | mean, they were
17 uncomfortable with him, and they would ask me,

18 you know, what -- what was up with him.
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19 Q. Andthat was basically based on the way
20 helooks at them?

21 A. Yes

22 Q. Okay. Anything else?

23  A. Comment-wise?

24 Q. Anything.
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14

**CONFIDENTIAL** MARIELLEN ARANDA
APRIL 17, 2008

1 A. Anything?
2 Q. You said there was sexual comments and

3 Tony Gutierrez was sexually inappropriate or

4 something.
5 A. Yeah.
6 Q. Okay.

7  A. | mean, no commentsthat | can remember,
8 no.

9 Q. Now, onthe night of September 10th,

10 2007, you got some text messages from Cindy.
11 Tell me about that.

12 A. Itwasabout 9:00, | got the first text

13 message, and it said something about, girl, we
14 need to talk tomorrow solo, meaning alone. Love
15 you. And | send atext that said, are you okay?
16 And she responded that she was-- | mean, | have
17 the text messages here.

18 Q. Why don't you show me what you have --
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19 A. Okay.

20 Q. --andI'll let you see what we have so
21 far.

22 I'm going to hand you Exhibit 1. And |
23 notice that you pulled out your cell phone.
24 A. Yes
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15

**CONFIDENTIAL** MARIELLEN ARANDA
APRIL 17, 2008

1 Q. I wantyoutotakealook at Exhibit 1

2 andlook inyour cell phone and tell meif we're
3 missing any of the text messages that you have
4 inyour cell phone.

5 A. Okay.

6 (Pause in proceedings.)

7 A. Youdon't havethisone. At 9:19, |

8 received one that says -- do you want me to read
9 it?

10 Q. Yes

11 A. Itsays, girl, I'mtrashed. Won't be

12 there at 8:30.

13 Q. Okay.

14 (Pause in proceedings.)

15 A. Andit doesn't appear you have this one
16 that says, yeah, Boo, I'min aweird spot.

17 And then the last one | received isjust

18 theword weird. Weird.
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19 Q. Andwhat timewasthat?

20 A. That was10:36. And | lost

21 communication with her at that point.

22 Q. Okay.

23  A. |l didn't -- | wasn't able to get through
24 to her, or -- | just didn't hear any more from
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16

**CONFIDENTIAL** MARIELLEN ARANDA
APRIL 17, 2008

1

2

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17
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her after that.
Q. Okay.
MS. PFEIFFER: Can we go off the record?
(Discussion held off the record.)
MS. PFEIFFER: Wejust had a
conversation off the record. | know that on the
record, Mariellen Aranda has identified three
more text messages sent to her by Cindy
Stankoski on September the 10th of 2007 that we
do not have as part of Exhibit 1. We have asked
Mariellen to be so kind as to e-mail all nine of
the text messages that she received that night
to my e-mail, JPfeiffer @A G.state. OH.US.
Isthat correct, Mariellen?
THE WITNESS:. Yes.
BY MS. PFEIFFER:
Q. Okay. What time, if you want to take a

look at those, did you receive the first
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19 e-malil -- thefirst text message? I'm sorry.
20 A. Let melook here. But | believeit was
21 9:00 on the dot that | received the first one.
22 Yes, it was exactly 9:00 p.m. 9-10-07.
23 And the last one was received -- sorry -- at
24 10:36 p.m. 9-10-07.
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17

**CONFIDENTIAL** MARIELLEN ARANDA
APRIL 17, 2008

1

2

3

4

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

Q. Okay. Ifyou take a look at documents
that make up this Exhibit 1, when I look at it,
it says from a number, ([ S [s that

your number?

A. No, it's not. That was -- I sent these
to Molly Taylor, who was my initial contact with
HR, when I decided that I needed to go to HR
with the issues that I was having working under
Tony.

Q. Okay. So when I see the date of
Thursday, October the 11th, 2007, is that the
date that you forwarded these messages to Molly
Taylor?

A. It looks like the day that she -- I was
thinking October 10th.

Q. Okay.

A. I don't know why that says -- I don't

know if that's when she received them, because I

file:///X|/WORK/aranda041708.txt (33 of 153) [5/1/2008 9:49:17 AM]



file://IX|/WORK /aranda041708.txt

19 forwarded them to her phone, and it appears that
20 sheforwarded them to her e-mail.

21 Q. | see

22  A. Andit looks like she did that on

23 October 10th. But it was my understanding

24 that -- | mean October 11th. It was my
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18

**CONFIDENTIAL** MARIELLEN ARANDA
APRIL 17, 2008

1 understanding that | sent these to her October
2 10th.

3 Q. Isee Okay.

4 If you could do me afavor, take alook

5 through these and -- did you put these in order
6 astowhen you received them?

7 A. ldid.

8 Q. What I'm going to do --

9 A. Let memake sure.

10 (Pause in proceedings.)

11 A. Okay. There'sone missing right here.
12 Q. Sowould you say Number 3 ismissing, if
13 youstartl, 2-- 3ismissing -- 4, 5, 6, 7?

14  A. Yeah. | went backwards, though. This
15 isthefirst one.

16 Q. Okay. I'mgoing to hand you apen. If
17 you could put Number 1 at the bottom of each

18 one, if that's your first text that you got, put
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19 Number 1 there.

20  A. Okay.

21 (Pause in proceedings.)

22  A. Doyouwant meto mark this6 sinceit
23 there's onein between?

24 Q. Yes.
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19

**CONFIDENTIAL** MARIELLEN ARANDA
APRIL 17, 2008

1 A. Thenthere's8and 9 are missing.

2 There'satotal of nine. These are marked as|
3 received them.

4 Q. Right. One more thing, and then we can
5 moveon.

6 A. Sure

7 Q. If you could look on your cell phone, |

8 noticed that Number 5 and Number 8 and 9 text
9 messages are missing --

10 A. Yes

11 Q. -- from our Exhibit 1.

12 A. Yes

13 Q. Could you read for the record what

14 Number 5 e-mail says.

15  A. Text message?

16 Q. Yes

17  A. Number 5 says, girl, I'm trashed. Won't

18 bethere at 8:30.
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19 Q. Okay. And Number 8?

20  A. Number 8 says, yeah, Boo, I'min aweird
21 spot.

22 And Number 9 says, just -- it says,

23 weird. Only theword, weird.

24 Q. Okay. Thank you very much. |
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20

**CONFIDENTIAL** MARIELLEN ARANDA
APRIL 17, 2008

1

2

3

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

appreciate it.
Did you text her back?

A. | wastexting her back. | don't have
those anymore. But | was mainly checking to see
if shewas okay, and if she -- just if shewas
okay.

Q. Didyou ask her any questions about,
what's going on, are you being hurt, anything
like that?

A. That's-- that'swhat | was getting at
when | asked if, you know, she was okay and she
was safe. But shedid -- | did lose
communication after these ones, and she did say
that she was okay but just in aweird spot.

Q. Okay. And | believe at some point she
asked you to come pick her up?

A. Yeah. Yeah.

Q. What did you do then?
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19 A. | immediately got dressed, got my keys

20 and started heading out to my car. It'sjust my
21 persondlity. | mean, if afriend calls and

22 they've been drinking and need your help, you go
23 pick them up.

24 | did call my dad, as | was walking out
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**CONFIDENTIAL** MARIELLEN ARANDA
APRIL 17, 2008

1

2

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

tomy car, and | said, Dad, | just want to let
you know, I'm heading up to pick up afriend of
mine from the office who has been drinking and
needs aride. And | said, and she's at the
Attorney General's apartment. He said,
absolutely not. He said, you go back in your
house, and do not get involved in this. He
said, just -- thisisn't something you can get
involved in.
Q. Okay. Soyou went back in your house?
A. | did. | did.
Q. Did you ever speak to her on the phone?
A. | did. She called me and continued -- |
don't remember the conversation much, and she
was pretty -- shewasimpaired. | remember her
calling me her cousin so Tony didn't know that
it was me that she was talking to, because she

didn't want him to get upset with her. And |
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19 don't remember the specifics of the

20 conversation, but | know that | was like, are
21 you okay?

22 Q. What did she say?

23  A. Shesad shewas okay.

24 Q. Doyouremember -- was thisjust one
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**CONFIDENTIAL** MARIELLEN ARANDA
APRIL 17, 2008

[ —

phone call that night?

2 A. Yes. Andthen after that last text

3 message, that | believe was at 10:36, we said, |
4 lost communication with her. | didn't -- |

5 wasn't ableto get through to her on the phone.
6 | wasn't able to get any text messages back. |
7 wasn't -- nothing. So | didn't -- you know, and
8 because my dad had told me not to go up there or
9 anything, | didn't.

10 Q. Okay.

11 A. ljust--

12 Q. Doyou recal when the phone call

13 between you and she occurred?

14  A. It wasduring the middle of al the

15 texting. Likel said, | lost communication

16 after that, but | don't recall the specific time
17 or a what period during those textsit was, |

18 don't remember that.
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19 Q. Doyouremember where she -- did she

20 tell you where she was when you were talking to
21 her on the phone?

22 A. At Marc's apartment.

23 Q. Shewasat --

24  A. Oh, yeah.
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**CONFIDENTIAL** MARIELLEN ARANDA
APRIL 17, 2008

1 Q. Shewasat the apartment.

2 Was she out smoking?

3  A. I think when she called me, she was out

4 smoking.

5 Q. Didyou hear anything in the background?
6 A. No. No, | didnt.

7 Q. Okay.

8 A. Becausel think she had tried to -- |

9 think sheinitially called me from in there and
10 then went outside, but | did not hear anything.
11 Q. If you could recall as much asyou can
12 asspecifically as possible, as you can, and

13 don't speculate, just give me what your

14 knowledgeis, specifically what was her -- what
15 did she say to you?

16  A. It'sjust likewhat I've said, that she

17 wasin aweird position, and she didn't

18 necessarily know what to do. She didn't want to
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19 bethere. | know she -- she made that clear,

20 that she was uncomfortable and didn't want to be
21 there, but that she was safe. Because that's

22 all I wanted to know, was that she was safe, she
23 wasokay.

24 Q. Okay.
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**CONFIDENTIAL** MARIELLEN ARANDA
APRIL 17, 2008

1 A. Andso--

2 Q. Yousadshewasimpaired. Wasshe

3 dlurring her speech?

4 A. Yeah. Yeah. Shewasclearly

5 intoxicated.

6 Q. Andyou said she called you her cousin.

7 A. Yeah.

8 Q. Wasshetalking to someone else when she
9 said--

10  A. No. She-- when | picked up the phone,
11 shesad, hey, Cuz, to -- so that Tony didn't

12 think that she was talking to me, someone from
13 theoffice, | think, so that it would appear as
14 if she'stalking with her cousin. So that --

15 sorry.

16 Q. That'sokay.

17 You livein Lancaster; is that correct?

18 A. | do,yes.
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19 Q. Sowouldthat -- from Lancaster to

20 Dublin, would that be, what, an hour's drive?
21  A. Yeah. Yeah, it wasgoing to be quite a
22 hike. And | wasgoing to haveto cal a

23 coworker, James Ford, who had been to the
24 apartment, on my way up there, | was going to
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**CONFIDENTIAL** MARIELLEN ARANDA
APRIL 17, 2008

1 haveto call himto get the directions,

2 actually, to the apartment. But | was ready to
3 do that.

4 Q. Answer this, if you can. Why do you
5 think she called you, with you living in

6 Lancaster, asking you to come pick her up?

7  A. I don't know. | don't know.

8 Q. Prior tothisnight, did she text

9 message you when she was out?

10  A. Oh, yeah. Oh, yeah. We had spoken
11 frequently and texted frequently.

12 Q. Okay. You text her when you're out?
13  A. Yeah. | didn't go out as much as she
14 did; but, yes.

15 Q. Okay.

16 A. | mean, it wasa-- wewere

17 communicating quite a bit at that point in time.

18 Q. Andwould these text messages be, hey,
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19 whatchadoing, I'm here, how are you?

20 A. Yeah, just the normal.

21 Q. Okay. Tel mewhat you did when you
22 started getting these text messages, other than
23 what you've -- you testified that you talked to
24 her on the phone, and you tried to get in your
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**CONFIDENTIAL** MARIELLEN ARANDA
APRIL 17, 2008

1 car to go and your dad said no.

2 A. Yeah

3 Q. What else did you do?

4  A. | was--forlack of abetter term, |

5 wasfreaking out. | didn't know how safe she
6 was. | didn't know -- | knew Tony's demeanor
7 and theway hewas. | didn't think she was

8 safe, personally.

9 Q. Okay. Tell mewhy -- why didn't you
10 think she was safe?

11  A. Because he's not comfortable to be

12 around. | mean -- and | didn't -- he'sjust

13 not -- I've never been comfortable around him,
14 and I've never -- | mean, with the things that
15 have -- had gone on in the office before this, |
16 wasn't comfortable with her being there, having
17 had drinks.

18 Q. Okay. Soyou were saying that you were
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19 freaking out.

20 A. Yeah. And| called Charlie Rosol and |
21 said, Charlie, | don't know what to do. This

22 was, I'm trying to think, before or after |

23 caled my dad, because | didn't know office-wise
24 what to do. | mean, | --
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**CONFIDENTIAL** MARIELLEN ARANDA
APRIL 17, 2008

1 Q. What did he say?

2 A. Hesad, oh, my God. Hesaid, you've

3 got to be kidding me. Thisisbad. He said,

4 tell her she needsto call a cab.

5 Q. Okay. Didyou?

6 A. | wasn't ableto get ahold of her after

7 | talked to Charlie.

8 Q. Okay. Soyou takedto Charlie once

9 after 10:35 or s0?

10 A. Yeah

11 Q. Andhesaid, tell her to call acab?

12 A. Yeah. Because | remember now that when
13 | called him, it was after | lost communication
14 with her, and | was really worried that

15 something was going badly with her.

16 Q. Okay. What else did you do?

17 A. What elsedid | do?

18 Q. Didyou call James Ford at al?
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19 A. Yeah

20 Q. Okay.

21  A. I did. I think, initially, because |

22 wanted the directions there; but then | -- |

23 don't know why else.

24 Q. Didyou talk to James Ford on the phone?
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**CONFIDENTIAL** MARIELLEN ARANDA
APRIL 17, 2008

1 A Yes

2 Q. Andwhat --

3 A. Jameswasgoing to go get her. And then
4 after | had talked to my dad and said -- and he
5 was so adamant that we not -- that | not get

6 involved, | said, James, don't. What if they

7 get mad? What if -- and he was kind of like,

8 oh, | don't care. | don't care. We need to get

9 her outtathere. She doesn't need to be there.
10 She's-- you know, something bad could happen.
11 So, yeah.

12 Q. Okay. So-- but you told him not to go?
13  A. | believe, yeah. Yes.

14 Q. Okay. You said before that James Ford
15 had been to his apartment.

16  A. Uh-huh.

17 Q. Whenwasthat?

18  A. | don't remember specificaly, but it

file:///X /WORK /aranda041708.txt (55 of 153) [5/1/2008 9:49:17 AM]



file://IX|/WORK /aranda041708.txt

19 waswork related. It wastaking acar or

20 picking up acar or taking furniture over there

21 or something. He had been there. | knew he had
22 been there and he had known where he was going.
23 Q. Okay.

24  A. | aso wanted to mention, and | forgot,
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**CONFIDENTIAL** MARIELLEN ARANDA
APRIL 17, 2008

1 | apologize for not mentioning this before, but

2 | -- 1 have made an entire statement to human

3 resources, to Stephanie.

4 Q. Yes.

5 A. Okay. I didn't know if you were aware

6 of that or had that.

7 Q. Wehave notes of aconversation you had

8 with Stephanie.

9 A. Okay.

10 Q. Didyou ever make any written statements
11 or anything?

12 A. I didnot. | had that conversation with

13 Stephanie, where | expressed major concerns that
14 | had, and concernsthat | had for the office --

15 Q. Okay.

16  A. --with-- with Tony -- involving Tony.

17 Q. Okay. Did you speak with Cindy

18 Stankoski about the September 10th incident the
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19 next day or sometime thereafter?

20 A. Oh, yeah.

21 Q. Did she comeinto work the next day?
22  A. Shedid.

23 Q. When did she comein?

24  A. Shecamein -- | think she was there at
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**CONFIDENTIAL** MARIELLEN ARANDA
APRIL 17, 2008

1 8:30. | think she was there on time.

2 Q. Okay.

3 A. Becausel know that he had told her that
4 shecould comein late.

5 Q. Didshetdl you --

6 A. I think shetold me that on the phone,

7 that she was alowed to come in late because she
8 wasthere with him that night.

9 Q. Shetold you that on the phone that

10 night?

11 A. | believe, yeah. Because | knew that |
12 knew that she was allowed to comein late

13 because she was there that night.

14 But it turns out, that morning, when she
15 cameinto work -- | started at 7:00; she started
16 at 8:30 -- she camein and told me that she had
17 spent the night there. And | had asked her if

18 anything had happened, and she said no, but she
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19 was very uncomfortable and very -- with the

20 whole situation. She was --

21 Q. Tel mehow you knew she was

22 uncomfortable. She told you nothing happened.
23  A. Right.

24 Q. How do you know that she was
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**CONFIDENTIAL** MARIELLEN ARANDA
APRIL 17, 2008

1

2

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

uncomfortable?

A. Her -- just her whole -- her -- just the
whole way she was talking.

Q. And how was she talking?

A. Very uncomfortably. Shewas not at all
happy with the situation. She was disappointed
in herself, that she had let herself get into
the position she was in and had not made better
judgment about going there. She didn't -- she
was just very uncomfortable about the whole
situation.

Q. Did she say to you, oh, | shouldn't have
done that, | got too drunk?

A. Shedid.

Q. Shesad, | got too drunk, | shouldn't
have drank that much?

A. Shesad, | shouldn't have donethat. |

don't remember her specifically saying that she
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19 had gotten too drunk.

20 Q. Okay.

21  A. But shedid say that she was drunk.

22 Q. Okay. Do you recal anything else that
23 shesaid?

24  A. Shehad spent the night there, and he
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**CONFIDENTIAL** MARIELLEN ARANDA
APRIL 17, 2008

1 brought her back to her car, which was still

2 parked from where she had |eft it that night

3 fromwork. So he brought her back early in the
4 morning to her car, and she apparently went back
5 to her apartment and then came into work.

6 Q. Okay. Isthere-- what did you say to

7 her?

8 A. | don't remember specifically.

9 Q. Okay. Didyou guys have any other

10 conversation about that night other than the

11 next day?

12 A. | mean, there were -- not that were any
13 different than her just regretting having even
14 gotten into this situation.

15 Q. Okay.

16  A. Not specifically that | remember.

17 Q. | believe that you discussed a situation

18 with Stephanie, too, regarding atrip that Cindy
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19 had with Tony Gutierrez coming up from

20 Cincinnati. Do you remember that?

21  A. Oh, yeah.

22 Q. Okay.

23  A. Yeah. Shewasvery uncomfortable about
24 having to go there.
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**CONFIDENTIAL** MARIELLEN ARANDA
APRIL 17, 2008

1 Q. Did she discuss anything with you prior

2 togoing to Cincinnati?

3 A. Yeah. Hehad called and left her some

4 kind of text message about bringing some nice
5 clothes, and they'll go to dinner someplace

6 nice, the night before. And he had set it up so

7 that they would be alone coming home. Because
8 there were two interns that went down there, but
9 he said he wanted her to stay for a meeting that
10 hehad, and he wanted Cindy to sit in on it with
11 him. And so the -- the interns left, and he

12 said, no, there wasn't any meeting, | just

13 wanted to send them back so that we could ride
14 home.

15 And apparently they looked for bars on

16 his GPS that he has, and none of the bars that
17 they found were actually till there or open,

18 and they wound up coming back, and they stopped
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19 at someplace in Grove City, Rackums, | believe.
20 Shereally wanted me to come there.

21 Q. Wasshetexting you that day?

22  A. Shewastexting me, and then | believe

23 shetaked to me on the phone to try to get me
24 to come to Rackums.
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**CONFIDENTIAL** MARIELLEN ARANDA
APRIL 17, 2008

1 Q. Doyou have those text messages?

2 A. No, | dont. Theonly ones| saved were
3 theones-- the ones I've already shared, the

4 nine messages from the 10th.

5 Q. Okay. How doesyour -- isthis the same
6 cell phone you've had since at least September
7 10th of '077?

8 A. Yes

9 Q. How do your text messages work on there?
10 A. Wél, | -- they get deleted after the

11 box getsfull. It actually holds almost 300.

12 But | did lock those messagesin there.

13 Q. Youlocked thosein, okay. Becauseit's
14 my understanding that the Rackums trip -- the
15 Cincinnati to Grove City trip occurred on or
16 around October 3rd --

17  A. Okay.

18 Q. -- of 2007. Doesthat sound about
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19 right?

20 A. Yeah. | don't remember specifically,
21 but about right, yes.

22 Q. Andyou spoke with Molly Taylor on
23 October the 10th?

24  A. Yeah.

Professional Reporters, Inc. (614) 460-5000 or (800) 229-0675
pri @priohio.com - www.priohio.com

file:///X /WORK /aranda041708.txt (68 of 153) [5/1/2008 9:49:17 AM]



file://IX|/WORK /aranda041708.txt

35

**CONFIDENTIAL** MARIELLEN ARANDA
APRIL 17, 2008

1 Q. Isthat correct?

2 A. Yeah

3 Q. I'mwondering what happened to those
4 text messagesin aweek, your October 3rd text
5 messages between you and Cindy.

6 A. | don't understand what you're asking.

7 What happened to them in aweek?

8 Q. Right. Why didn't you have those after

9 just aweek?
10 A. | --1 don't know.
11 Q. Okay.

12 A. | don't know what caused meto --

13 Q. That'sokay. I'mjust tryingto -- |

14 mean, don't -- werejust -- I'm just asking. |

15 don't want you to feel uncomfortable about this,
16 but | just want to make sure I'm understanding
17 what's going on.

18 Okay. So when you were there October
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19 3rd, she was text messaging you and calling you?
20  A. Uh-huh.

21 Q. Tel me about what you remember about
22 the text messages.

23  A. That she was uncomfortable. She didn't

24 want to be there. That he was saying things to
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**CONFIDENTIAL** MARIELLEN ARANDA
APRIL 17, 2008

1

2

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

her that -- like -- she had asked him why he
didn't go over her resume with her when she was
interviewed for her job. He said her ass got
her the job, or something like that. He did --
there were -- I'm trying to think. Apparently
he made comments. There was alot of comments
she shared that were inappropriate.

Q. Did she share them through the text
messages that she was --

A. No, that was on the phone.

Q. What was she -- do you recall what she
was texting you that day?

A. Not specifically. But | know it was
just along the lines that she's uncomfortable.

Q. Okay. And | think -- correct meif I'm
wrong -- but you stated before that before she
went to Cincinnati she talked to you about maybe

not wanting to go.
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19 A. Oh, yeah. Shedid not want to go. She
20 was not comfortable with going at all.

21 Q. Atany point intime, did you say, you
22 know what, Cindy, tell him you're not doing it,
23 you have theright to say no?

24 A. | believethat that was -- that | said

Professional Reporters, Inc. (614) 460-5000 or (800) 229-0675
pri @priohio.com - www.priohio.com

file:///X /[WORK /aranda041708.txt (72 of 153) [5/1/2008 9:49:17 AM]



file://IX|/WORK /aranda041708.txt

37

**CONFIDENTIAL** MARIELLEN ARANDA
APRIL 17, 2008

1 that -- something like that. And he's the boss.

2 Youdon'trealy, | mean, tell the bossno. Or

3 egpecialy him. He'snot very pleasant when he
4 doesn't get hisway. Soit -- | don't blame her

5 for not --

6 Q. No, I'mjust wondering -- I'm just

7 asking if you ever said, hey, you know --

8 A. | believel probably did, because | was

9 pretty fed up with how things were in the office
10 under him by that point.

11 Q. Okay.

12 A. SolI'msurel probably said, tell him

13 you're not going.

14 Q. Do youremember what she said to you,
15 or--

16 A. Shedidn't fedl like she could say no to
17 him. | mean, he was the boss.

18 Q. Okay.
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19 A. Andthat's how it pretty consistently
20 was, that he was the boss.

21 Q. | think you said that she wanted you to
22 come to Rackums.

23  A. Shedid. Real bad. She was not

24 comfortable there.
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**CONFIDENTIAL** MARIELLEN ARANDA
APRIL 17, 2008

1 Q. Anddidyou?

2 A. No, no.

3 Q. Why, if therewas any --

4  A. | didn't want to be anywhere around him.
5 Q. Okay.

6 A. And my dad had been so adamant that |

7 not, you know, get involved with the two of them
8 and whatever they were up to, you know, whatever
9 wasgoing on, that | -- that | wasjust like,

10 no, there'sno way | can come over there.

11 Q. Okay. Didyou call anybody or anything
12 likethat? Didyou call any of the other

13 employees or other coworkers and say, hey, go to
14 Rackums or anything like that, Cindy's there

15 with --

16  A. Notthat | recall right now.

17 Q. Okay.

18 A. | know Cindy told me she called Doug
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19 Armbrust and wanted him to go, but -- because
20 shedidn't want to be there alone with him.

21 Q. Okay.

22  A. Butl don't recall calling anyone

23 myself.

24 Q. Okay. Did shetalk to you the evening
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**CONFIDENTIAL** MARIELLEN ARANDA
APRIL 17, 2008

1 after she left Rackums?

2 A. | believeso. | believethat's -- yeah.

3 | don't remember for sure, but we were talking
4 pretty consistently through all of this. We

5 weretalking alot during all of this.

6 Q. Now, on October 10th, you went to Molly
7 Taylor. Tell mewhy you went to Molly Taylor.
8 A. I wenttoMolly Taylor because it had

9 finaly been enough for me. That day he had
10 told me to shut up and not speak unless | was
11 spoken to, and that was just what did it for me.
12 | mean, | couldn't handle -- | couldn't handle
13 it anymore, with the sexual inappropriateness,
14 the ethicsissuesthat | was concerned about,

15 the-- with everything. | just -- | couldn't

16 handleit anymore, and | needed to talk to

17 someone, because | was concerned.

18 | mean, | -- | knew -- | hadn't been in
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19 State government for long, but | knew enough

20 that this was aticking time bomb for the

21 office. Itjust wasn't -- | mean, | had been

22 out smoking a cigarette with him one day, and he
23 was joking around with me, laughing about how he
24 had broken the law Marc'sfirst day in office.
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**CONFIDENTIAL** MARIELLEN ARANDA
APRIL 17, 2008

1

2

3

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

He just thought that was funny. Well, that's
not funny. | don't -- so, but, yes, that's why.

Q. And how did he break the law Marc's
first --

A. Something to do with the drinking at the
Inauguration party, how it had been past time
for the bar to serve them, and they talked them
into serving more alcohol, something like that,
and how he thought it was so funny they had

broken the law the first day he was -- | don't
know.

Q. Okay. When you went to Molly Taylor,
did you ask for -- did you then have a
conversation with Stephanie Bostos-Demers?

A. Yes.

Q. Wasit you and Stephanie and Molly
together?

A. Uh-huh.
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19 Q. Wasthat the same day or the next day?
20  A. No, it wasacouple days after. | went
21 to Moally initially with my concerns and that |
22 needed to talk to someone, because | just -- |
23 couldn't handle it anymore and was very -- |
24 mean, working for Tony for that time, from
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**CONFIDENTIAL** MARIELLEN ARANDA
APRIL 17, 2008

1 January until fall, I had gotten -- I had been
2 gaining weight, I had
3 W, | was just -- I was not doing well.

4 1 was not enjoying -- I mean, I was not enjoying
5 my work. I was dreading going into work every
6 day. It was a bad environment. And I had just
7 gotten to the point where I said to Molly that I

8 needed to talk to someone. I just wasn't -- I

9 needed to.

10 Q. Okay.

11 A. And she said, well, what you need to do
12 is sit down with Stephanie.

13 Q. Okay. And you did?

14  A. Yes.

15 Q. Anddid you ask for a transfer at that

16 point?

17 A. Yes,1did.

18 Q. Were you ultimately transferred?
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19 A. |l was.

20 Q. And where you're working now; isthat
21 correct?

22  A. Actudly, I'm off right now.

23 Q. Okay.

24  A. | wastransferred to BC -- | was
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**CONFIDENTIAL** MARIELLEN ARANDA
APRIL 17, 2008

1 transferred as the equipment coordinator at BCI,
2 and then I was removed from that position.

3 Q. Not for performance reasons; is that

4 right?

5 A. No, not for performance reasons. But we
6 don't really -- we don't -- we -- when I say

7 "we," I mean my dad and mother and I -- don't
8 specifically know why, but we were -- yeah, I

9 don't want to get into that.

10 Q. Okay.

11 A. ButIwasremoved from that position. I
12 was so upset about my removal -- well, I can't

13 really say that, because it hasn't been

14 confirmed -- but—that
15 night. And I'm (R

16 (N 1t's a very slow -- BN
17 . And the stress has

18 been -- so I am --

file:///X|/WORK /aranda041708.txt (83 of 153) [5/1/2008 9:49:17 AM]



file:///X|/WORK/aranda041708.txt

19 TEEEeSEReTTT

20 Q. Okay.-

21  A. ButI've been N
2 (R ——————
23 e et S|

24 Q. Areyou -- you'll be returning to
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**CONFIDENTIAL** MARIELLEN ARANDA.
APRIL 17, 2008

1 employment with the Attorney General's office?
2  A. Yes. I wishto, yes.
2 Q. We're expecting you to, so -- I'm not

4 telling you anything.

5 A. Aslong as
¢ e ———

7 Q. And currently you're holding a ppsition
8 in criminal justice initiatives?

9 A. Yeah. Missing children's. Ilove it.

10 Q. Good.

11 And after the time you transferred, have
12 you had any contact with Tony Gutierrez?

13 A. No. No.

14 Q. Okay.

15  A. I know my first -- never mind.

16 Q. Please, go ahead.

17  A. Well, I know my first day back, when one

18 of the employees from telecom came over to hook
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19 up my phone, he made a strange statement to me.
20 And this was Andy Miller. He said, Mariellen,
21 we have been really worried about you with this

Y TR T ——

23 He was like, you know, you move out there to

24 BCI, and then, you know, we keep hearing that,
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**CONFIDENTIAL** MARIELLEN ARANDA
APRIL 17, 2008

1 you know -- we heard Tony say things like he was

2 after ya, and then all the sudden, (RRNEG_G_—_—

3 (S We didn't know what was going

4 on with you.

5 So I do believe that I wasn't protected

6 as much as I was told I was being protected as

7 far as talking to HR about my concerns for the

8 office about Tony. But -- because Tony had --

9 Tony knew somehow that I had gone to HR and told
10 them all my concerns, which is a little

11 disappointing.

12 Q. Okay. When's the last time you spoke

13 with Cindy Stankoski?

14  A. Actually, the day I read in the paper

15 that she had -- and she actually -- she came --

16 when I was walking in the building today, she

17 came up, and she saw me coming in the building,

18 she came up and gave me a hug. My dad and I
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19 just walked in. Buttheday | saw it inthe

20 newspaper, | did send her atext message that |
21 was glad that she had come out with her issues.
22 Q. Yousad she--

23  A. | didn't expect her to.

24 Q. Youjust unexpectedly ran into her?
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**CONFIDENTIAL** MARIELLEN ARANDA
APRIL 17, 2008

1 A. Yeah. Shewasoutside. | heard her.

2 Shewas at the corner. Shewas like --

3 Q. What corner?

4  A. Outside.

5 Q. Infront of thisbuilding, 180 East

6 Broad Street?

7 A. Yeah. Andthen sheyelled my name. |
8 waslike, hi. She came over and gave me a hug.
9 Q. Didyouguystak?

10  A. No, no. Therewasno conversation. My
11 dad doesn't want me talking to her.

12 Q. Okay. Your dad was there?

13 A. Yeah. My dad's--

14 Q. He'swithyou?

15 A. Yeah, he'swaiting. He's outside,

16 waiting for me.

17 Q. Okay. And shedidn't know you were

18 coming today?
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19 A. | believeshedid.

20 Q. Oh. How did she know that?

21  A. ldon't--Idon'tknow. Shesent mea
22 text yesterday that said that she wanted to get
23 together.

24 Q. When did she want to get together?
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**CONFIDENTIAL** MARIELLEN ARANDA
APRIL 17, 2008

1

2

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

A. Sometime soon. But | told her -- my dad
doesn't want me talking to her, so | didn't make
any plans with her.

Q. Did she say, | know you're going to talk
to them tomorrow?

A. Weéll, she said, after you get together
with them, let's try to get together, so...

Q. Didyou -- who did you tell other
than --

A. | didn't tell anybody.

Q. Hmm.

A. | don't know how she-- 1 -- I've been
surprised that this-- | don't -- | don't know.
I've been surprised at the stuff that 1've read.

Q. Okay. Soyou haven't --

A. Becausel --

Q. Youdidn't tell her you were coming

today?
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19 A. | didn't tell her, no.

20 Q. Butshe--

21  A. Sheknew.

22 Q. -- did unexpectedly come up to you

23 outside of the building, right before you came
24 heretoday --
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**CONFIDENTIAL** MARIELLEN ARANDA
APRIL 17, 2008

1 A. Yeah

2 Q. -- and gave you a hug?

3 A. Yeah

4 Q. And said she wanted to get together with
5 you?

6 A. Yeah.

7 Q. Do you have the text message on your

8 phone?

9 A. Letmesee

10 Q. Thetext that she gave you.

11 (Pause in proceedings.)

12 A. Thereitis. Seriesof three. The

13 6:31, last night, hey, what iswhat timeis your
14 interview with Espy tomorrow? | want to see

15 you. And then she texted me this morning and
16 said, areyou able to forward me the texts |

17 sentyouinthe past? And my dad hastold me

18 that I'm not to provide her with those. | don't
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19 know.

20 MR. ESPY: Would you forward those

21 tomorrow also, that message?

22 THEWITNESS: Yes. Yes. Theonefrom
23 last night and the one from this morning, asking
24 meto send her the texts?
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**CONFIDENTIAL** MARIELLEN ARANDA
APRIL 17, 2008

1 MR. ESPY: Send her the what?

2 THE WITNESS:. She asked me this morning
3 if I could send her the texts.

4 MR. ESPY: Yes. Any e-mailsyou have

5 between yourself and Cindy --

6 THE WITNESS: Yes.

7 MR. ESPY: --inthelast 30 days.

8 THE WITNESS. Okay. That's no problem.
9 MR. ESPY: Have there been more than

10 thesetwo inthelast 30 days?

11 THE WITNESS:. Yes.

12 MR. ESPY: Any text messages you've

13 had -- you've gotten from her in the last 30

14 days.

15 THE WITNESS. Okay. That's no problem.
16 MR. ESPY: Send themto --

17 THE WITNESS:. To JPfeiffer?

18 Can you write that down for me?
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19 MS. PFEIFFER: | surewill. I'll give

20 you my business card.

21 THE WITNESS: | know I'll get the Ps and
22 Fs--

23 MS. PFEIFFER: Also, aong with your

24 father, we would ask that you not discuss your
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**CONFIDENTIAL** MARIELLEN ARANDA
APRIL 17, 2008

[ —

testimony today with anyone.

2 THE WITNESS:. Y eah.

3 MS. PFEIFFER: Because we are attempting
4 to conduct an investigation, and we're trying to

5 keep it as much as an integrity, fair, thorough

6 process aswe can.

7 THE WITNESS. Okay.

8 MS. PFEIFFER: Here's my e-mail right

9 there (indicating).

10 THE WITNESS. Okay.

11 MS. PFEIFFER: If you need anything, you
12 can contact us by e-mail. We'll get back to

13 you.

14 THE WITNESS. Isthat how you prefer

15 contact?

16 MS. PFEIFFER: If you could.

17 THE WITNESS: I'm not -- I'm not in the

18 office, as| mentioned.
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19 MR. ESPY: That's okay.

20 THE WITNESS. But | will -- if that's
21 how you prefer. | mean, you guys both have
22 BlackBerries, so isthat's how -- yeah.

23 BY MS. PFEIFFER:

24 Q. Isthere anything else that you feel is
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**CONFIDENTIAL** MARIELLEN ARANDA
APRIL 17, 2008

1 relevant that | haven't asked you about?

2  A. Becausetheinvestigation was about the
3 sexual harassment issues, no, regarding this

4 investigation.

5 Q. Okay.

6 A. | do have huge concerns about his

7 conduct in the office in areas more than just

8 hissexual conduct.

9 Q. Arethoseinvolving the fact that he

10 bragged about breaking the law?

11 A. Bragged about breaking the law. Bragged
12 about -- he was consistently talking about -- it
13 appearsasif he was running his construction
14 business out of the State office.

15 Q. Why do you say that?

16  A. There are constant phone calls, either

17 on hispersona cell, from his desk phone. And

18 he had James Ford do blueprints for him and was
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19 very clear that they were for his construction
20 business, on James work computer.

21 Q. Okay.

22  A. Hebragged about buying hiswife a car
23 at the same time that he was updating the fleet
24 for the entire office, and | believe it was from
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**CONFIDENTIAL** MARIELLEN ARANDA
APRIL 17, 2008

1 one of the same dealerships we use, to -- |

2 mean -- | just -- I'm sorry.

3 Q. Isthere anything else?

4 A, Sorry.

5 (Pause in proceedings.)

6 A. I'msorry.

7 Q. That'sokay. Take your time.

8 A. I'mscaredto tell you guysthiskind of

9 stuff.

10 Q. Why areyou scared?

11 A. | don't trust him.

12 Q. Wdll, I think you know he's been placed
13 on administrative leave.

14  A. Itdoesn't --

15 Q. Wdl, were here. Wewould like to know
16 everything you haveto say. We're not going to
17 forceyou to say anything. Okay?

18 A. | know.
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19 Q. But were here, and we want to know if
20 you want to tell us.

21  A. It'sjust so upsetting to methat | -- |

22 went to the office with these concerns -- these
23 major concerns that -- | mean, and nothing was
24 done until -- it just really bothers me --
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**CONFIDENTIAL** MARIELLEN ARANDA
APRIL 17, 2008

1 nothing was done until she comes out with this
2 suit.

3 Q. Nothing was done about her?

4  A. | mean, wasthere? | don't know. |

5 mean, was there anything done? Because |
6 mentioned al those thingsin the report that |
7 gaveto Stephanie, al of thethingsthat | --
8 you know, and --

9 Q. Okay.

10  A. |l just--it'sredly -- it'srealy

11 been abad time for me.

12 I'm trying to -- if | think of -- | kind

13 of just completely lost it.

14 Q. If you think of anything else, e-mail

15 either Ben or me, okay, and let us know.

16 MS. PFEIFFER: Do you have any
17 questions?
18 MR. ESPY: Yes, | have afew questions
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19 for you, too. Okay?

20 THE WITNESS. Okay.

21 EXAMINATION

22 BY MR. ESPY:

23 Q. Youwent to HR on October the 11th of
24 '07?
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**CONFIDENTIAL** MARIELLEN ARANDA
APRIL 17, 2008

1 A. (Witnessnods head.)

2 Q. Isthat correct?

3 A. Yes. | think my initial contact with

4 Molly wasthe 10th. It was -- yes, it wasright
5 around October 10th, 11th, and then | met with
6 Stephanie afew dayslater.

7 Q. Andyou said you asked them to -- for

8 complete confidentiality?

9 A. Yeah

10 Q. Andyou subsequently found out that Tony
11 knew about your visit?

12 A. Yes. Yeah

13 Q. Anddid anyone ever tell you how he

14 found out about it?

15  A. No.
16 Q. Okay.
17 A. No.

18 Q. Isthat why you fedl like you can't
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19 trust too many people?

20 A. Yeah. That, and he'sjust not -- not a
21 good person.

22 Q. | want to talk to you about some other
23 thingsin your statement here, too. You

24 mentioned some things right before you were
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**CONFIDENTIAL** MARIELLEN ARANDA
APRIL 17, 2008

1 finished questioning by Ms. Pfeiffer.

2 Did you consider Cindy afriend after a

3 while?

4 A. Yeah. Yeah

5 Q. Anddidyou consider -- did you and

6 Cindy share personal secrets together?

7 A. What do you mean by personal secrets?
8 Q. About your life and her life. Your

9 background, her background.

10 A. Wewerekind of getting to that, yeah, |
11 mean, to more personal. But she very quickly
12 cut me off because Tony had told her that | had
13 goneto HR, and she was upset with me for saying
14 anything to anyone about his conduct.

15 Q. But prior to that, did she confidein

16 you, do you think?

17  A. Yeah. She-- shelatched ontome. |

18 mean, she -- pretty -- | mean, there was quite a
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19 bit of contact after we met. Shereally -- but,
20 yes, there were -- | mean, we confided in each
21 other.

22 Q. Youconfidedin her?

23  A. Yeah

24 Q. It'sinteresting -- and | read your
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**CONFIDENTIAL** MARIELLEN ARANDA
APRIL 17, 2008

1

2

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

notes from that meeting on October 11th, '07 --
you never made amention in your notes -- in
these notes here -- I'm not saying these are
totally accurate -- but you never made a mention
in here about Cindy's allegation that her pants
were unbuttoned.

A. Cindy didn't tell me that.

Q. Shenever told you that?

A. Shedid not tell me that.

Q. Okay.

A. And that's -- no.

Q. Did sheever tell you that up until even
today, she hasn't told you about that?

A. No. Firsttimel heard that, | did read
it in the paper.

Q. Were you surprised with that?

A. No, not at all.

Q. You were surprised to hear that comment
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19 inthe paper when you saw it?

20 A. That she had said that her pants were
21 unbuttoned?

22 Q. Right.

23  A. Wasl| surprised? No.

24 Q. Wereyou surprised you hadn't heard it
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1
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from her?
A. Not redly. Because she was so ashamed
of that night. And | didn't expect her to tell
me -- | was -- no, because of how ashamed she
was of that night and what -- and | had asked
her if something had happened sexually, and she
said no.
Q. When did you transfer out of the
section -- that section of general services?
A. | believe it was the beginning of
November.
Q. Of November?
A. Yeah.
Q. And how would you characterize Cindy's
feelings toward Tony up to that time?
A. Shedidn't like him, but she dealt with
him. Likel said, she had -- they had both

heard that | was at HR, so | was kind of the --
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19 towardsthe end of my timein general services,
20 shedidn't talk to me.

21 Q. Didshe--

22  A. Andshedidn't -- but -- and he

23 definitely didn't. He never really did.

24 Q. But shetold you she didn't like him?
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APRIL 17, 2008

1 A. Oh,yeah.

2 Q. After you weretransferred, did you have
3 text or conversations with her by the telephone?
4 A. No, not at all. Because shewas mad at

5 mefor going to HR.

6 Q. Wouldit surprise you if you heard that

7 Cindy had planned a party for him in December?
8 A. No, it wouldn't surprise me, but --

9 yeah, actually, it kind of does, but -- for how

10 much she didn't like him, but she would never
11 say that to hisface.

12 Q. If you heard that she sent him a Happy
13 Bosss Day card, would that surprise you?

14  A. No.

15 Q. Why would that not surprise you?

16  A. Because morethan likely, | mean -- |

17 mean, that's kind of just what you do on Boss's

18 day.
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19 Q. If youdon't like your boss, you still

20 do that?

21  A. Wdll, I don't know. That kind of makes
22 sense.

23 Q. | want to show you -- thisis an exhibit
24 here. These are notes of -- Exhibit 11, they're
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1 notes of your meeting.

2 A. Yeah

3 Q. Excuse mefor throwing it across the
4 table. | can't reach that far.

5 A. That'sokay.

6 Q. That'sExhibit 11. You said on Page --
7 well, you didn't say. Thisiswhat the notes
8 say on -- these pages aren't numbered -- on the
9 fourth page --

10 A. Okay.

11 Q. -- toward the end of the page -- in the
12 middle of the page, this relates to your text
13 messages you got from Cindy that evening.
14  A. Uh-huh.

15 Q. Whereit says Jessica Utovich is here,
16 do you seethat?

17  A. Yes

18 Q. Andtheword text ison thethird line,
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19 andit sayswasted. It says, MD and JU

20 upstairs.

21  A. Uh-huh.

22 Q. Doyou seethat?

23 A. Uh-huh.

24 Q. Isthat aquote from your text message,
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1 oristhat something you were told?

2  A. No, that was not something that | was

3 told. | mean, that's -- that's not a text

4 message.

5 Q. WhoselanguageisMD and JU upstairs?
6 A. | believethat was me talking about what
7 Cindy told me, that Cindy [sic] and Marc had
8 gone upstairstogether.

9 Q. Had gone upstairs together. Shetold

10 you this on the phone when she was outside
11 smoking?

12 A. I'msorry. Jessicaand Marc had gone
13 upstairs together.

14 Q. But shetold you this on the phone?

15 A. Yes

16 Q. Theonetime she caled you that

17 evening?

18 A. Yes
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19 Q. Andthenit says, stepped outside, Cindy
20 said, thisisweird. Wanted ride home.

21  A. Uh-huh.

22 Q. But shetold you they had gone upstairs?
23 A. Yes

24 Q. That'swhat shetold you on the phone?

Professional Reporters, Inc. (614) 460-5000 or (800) 229-0675
pri @priohio.com - www.priohio.com

file:///X WORK /aranda041708.txt (118 of 153) [5/1/2008 9:49:17 AM]



file://IX|/WORK /aranda041708.txt

60

**CONFIDENTIAL** MARIELLEN ARANDA
APRIL 17, 2008

1 A. Yes Butitwasnotin the context of
2 a--1 mean, it was not in the context of atext
3 message.

4 Q. If you go to the page -- second page

5 from the back, second paragraph says, multiple
6 wrecks.

7 A. Oh,yeah.

8 Q. Doyou seethat?

9 A. Yeah

10 Q. | have ahard timereading her

11 handwriting. Itsaysno T --

12 A. Policereport, maybe, or --

13 Q. T--

14  A. Internal report?
15 Q. Nointernal report?
16 A. Yeah

17 Q. ToBCI for repairs.
18 A. Yeah
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19 Q. What'sadl that about?

20  A. That'sanother thing | had talked to

21 them about.

22 Q. What'sthat about?

23  A. Hehad, on more than one occasion, done
24 damage to his State vehicle and taken it out to
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1 BCI to have them fix it, out of the garage.

2 Q. Whenyou say he caused it himself?

3 A. Yes. Andthen there was onetime-- |

4 Dbelieve there was twice that he had done damage
5 tothe car, but then there was one time that

6 Lindsay, theintern, hit something down in the
7 parking garage. And shewasjust amess. He
8 said, well just get it taken care of. It's

9 okay.

10 Q. How did you know this, that there are
11 multiple wrecks that he caused? How did you
12 know this?

13  A. Because hetalked about it.

14 Q. Hetdked about it?

15 A. Yeah

16 Q. Inyour presence?

17  A. Yeah. | mean, it'sall open right there

18 wherewe dl sit.
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19

20

21

22

Q. Okay.
A. Until he soundproofed his office.
Q. How did he soundproof his office?

A. He had the building come up. He paid to

23 have the building come up and soundproof his

24 office.
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1 Q. Withwhat?

2 A. I don't--1don'tknow. Some sort

3 of -- | don't know how they did it; but | know
4 that that was something that he had done, was
5 had his office soundproofed.

6 Q. Okay.

7 A. But, yeah.

8 And another thing that | did talk to

9 them about, when | went to HR, was his drinking
10 in his State vehicle and the fact that there was
11 agun.

12 Q. Beforeyou get to the gun, isthere

13 anything in these notes where you talked about
14 hisdrinking in the State vehicle to them?

15  A. Anythingin the notes?

16 Q. Yeah. | didn't see anywhereinthe

17 noteswhere -- but you recall bringing it to

18 their attention, him drinking in the car?
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19  A. Notdrinking inthe car, using the car
20 to go to bars and using the car after he had
21 been drinking.

22 Q. Doyourecal telling HR that at this
23 meeting?

24  A. Yeah. Yes. Yeah, it saysright here.
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1 Q. Whichone--

2 A. I mean, I'mtalking about the

3 retaliation. Shefearsretaliation. Please

4 keep confidential.

5 Q. Rignht.

6 But I'm saying the drinking part --

7 A. Apologize.

8 Q. --isthat -- look through there and see

9 if you see any reference to him drinking and
10 driving in a State vehicle.

11 (Pause in proceedings.)

12 (Attorney Pfeiffer exits room.)

13  A. It doesn't appear that there's specific

14 mention of the use of the State vehicle and the
15 drinking. But, for instance, the trip to

16 Cincinnati, where they were stopping at bars on
17 theway home, or at least one bar that | know

18 of, that was done in his State vehicle.
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19 Q. Okay.

20  A. Thenight that they went to -- the night

21 of the 10th -- September 10th, that wasin his
22 vehicle. So, no, there's no specific mention in
23 here of that.

24 Q. Okay. You also said onthe
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1 second-to-the-last page, it says, drops F bombs.
2 A. Oh.

3 Q. Doyou seethat --

4 A. Yeah

5 Q. --onthat page?

6 And | can't make out what the other

7 thing said.

8 A. | wasvery, very disappointed and

9 embarrassed for the office on kids' day last

10 vyear, when | was allowed to bring my little

11 gister, 12-year-old, her name's Natalie, and it
12 was completely an inappropriate situation for me
13 to have herin.

14 Q. What happened?

15 A. Heused horrible language. He -- it was
16 just uncomfortable for me to have my sister

17 therewhile he'stalking, like, inappropriately.

18 And she doesn't talk like that. No one she's
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19 around talkslike that, you know.

20 And at one point, Tony saysto his

21 daughter, who was also there -- he slamsthe
22 phone down. He wastalking on the phone to
23 somebody -- let me think -- he slams the phone
24 down, hewaslike, come on, Marissa, let's go
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1 deal with these F-ing idiots.
2 Q. Takingto his daughter?
3 A. Yeah.

4 Q. Hewastaking to his daughter?

5 A. Yeah.

6 Q. Andyour niece heard this?
7  A. Mysister.

8 Q. Your sister heard this?

9 A. Yeah

10 Q. And--

11 A. Itwasjust very embarrassing.

12 Q. Now, we get down to Cindy borrowed

13 Tony'scar, SUV, lights and sirens, went to BCI.
14 What'sthat mean? Explain that one. That's on

15 the second-to-the-last page, also.

16 A. Oh. Sorry.

17 Cindy borrowed Tony's car. Y eah, he had

18 lightsand sirens put in hiscar. It's not
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19 something anyone really understood, why the
20 director of general services had lightsand

21 dgirensinhiscar, but it doesn't -- | mean, |

22 think | just mentioned that.

23 Q. When was that done, do you know?

24  A. Pretty much at the beginning of -- they
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1 were on there pretty much the whole time he had
2 his State vehicle.

3 Q. Isthisthe -- what vehicle was this?

4  A. Big, black SUV.

5 Q. Now, I've heard he had at least four

6 vehicleswhile hewasthere. Wasit justin

7 that one vehicle?

8 A. Thereweretwo black SUVsthat he had

9 thelightsand sirensin both, | believe.

10 Q. Inwhat?

11  A. Inboth of those.

12 Q. AndhecallsCindy and said, where's the
13 gun?

14  A. Yeah. She had to run something out to
15 BCI or run some errand for him in his vehicle,
16 and she apparently had to move agun that wasin
17 thefront seat -- on the front seat, somewhere

18 visibleto her, she had to move the gun back
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19 into the backseat, and | believe she put it
20 under the backsest.

21 (Attorney Pfeiffer enters room.)

22  A. But hecalled later that evening and
23 said, where's my gun?

24 Q. Youheard al this, right?
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A. Yeah, | was-- it waswhile Cindy and |
were still at work. It was a Friday, because he
had |eft early.

Q. Okay.

A. So hecallsand said -- asked her where
the gun was, and she told him where she had
moved it. And he -- and when Cindy got off the
phone, | said, what was that all about? He
said, oh, his gun wasin the car when | went to
go to BCI, and | had to move it, because |
didn't want it sitting where it was.

Q. Andthenit says, Erika, TG reeked of
alcohol, spit asif puked. Gross. What's that
about?

A. Yeah.

Q. ThisErika?

A. There was one morning that | went to

Erika, and | said, Tony really smellslike
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19 alcohol today. Have you noticed that? And she
20 said, oh, not today. Shesaid, but -- | don't

21 remember -- she said, you know, a couple of

22 weeksago -- or | don't -- she said that there

23 was one morning that he came in and he had,
24 like -- like, spit, like he had just thrown up
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into atrash can or something, hanging from his
mouth, and he just reeked of alcohol. And that
was in the office.

Q. At oneplacein herel thought you
indicated that maybe Tony asked all the ladies
in the section to go out for drinks except you.

A. Yeah. Which I'm glad.

Q. Isthat atrue statement?

A. Yeah. It wasat one point that he
asked -- well, me and Kristy, he didn't ask

Kristy either. But he asked Erika, Cindy, and

Amandaif they wanted to go get drinks. It was

just funny that he completely skipped over me.
Q. Wasthat in your presence?

A. Yeah. Therewerealot of invitations
for things outside of work to other girlsin the
office. It was pretty frequent.

Q. You've never been to that apartment,
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19 haveyou?

20 A. | wasthereonceto pick upacar. They
21 sent me and Erikato the apartment to pick up a
22 car that had been -- a State car that had been
23 |eft there.

24 Q. Didyou go inside the apartment?
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A. No, no. Huh-uh. It wasjust hop inthe
car and drive right back to the office.

Q. Did you say you heard some comments
about a hot tub, comments of Erika and a hot
tub?

A. Yeah. Tony, likel said, was constantly
asking her to do something with him outside of
the office. And wanted to get in his hot tub
with her and drink wine and said she could come

over any time and use the gym at his place and
the tanning beds. He was saying anything he
could to get her outside the office.

Q. Did you ever hear Tony make any
Inappropriate comments to Amanda Saxton?

A. Yes. Therewasone commentin
particular where | was going out for my
cigarette break, and Amanda said, oh, let me go

with you. | said, hurry up, go get -- she had
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19 torun back to her desk. She was running, and
20 shewas holding her chest (indicating). And he
21 said something about -- he made some kind of
22 comment about her holding her chest and says,
23 well, | have handcuffs that can take care of

24 those hands or something, keep them -- but he
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1 made some gross comment about keeping her hands
2 down while she ran or something like that.

3 Q. How isthat gross, keeping her hand down
4 while sheran? How isthat gross?

5 A. Wdl, shewas clearing holding her chest
6 soit didn't move when she was running.

7 Q. You mean her breasts?

8 A. Yes

9 Q. Oh

10 A. Yes. And he asked her why, and she said
11 shewas-- | mean, that's -- and he said he had
12 handcuffsthat could help her keep her hands
13 away.

14 Q. Youalsoindicated that he had someone
15 do some blueprints --

16 A. Yes

17 Q. -- onan office computer.

18 A. Yes. He had James Ford.
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19 Q. JamesFord?

20 A. Yes

21 Q. What did he do on the computer,

22 blueprints?

23  A. Heused some program that Jamesisthe
24 only onein general services that really has
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1 knowledge of the blueprint program, Tony had him
2 draw up some kind of -- something that was for
3 hisconstruction building. | don't know the

4 details. | didn't really even -- Tony was very

5 open, and | heard him tell Jamesthat it was for
6 hisbusiness.

7 Q. Hisprivate business?

8 A. Yes

9 Q. And, aso, you indicated that he did

10 something elsefor his private business. What
11 wasthat?

12 A. There were constant telephone calls

13 where he was talking to his foreman or talking
14 to someone that owed him abill, or --

15 Q. Thisison the State phone?

16  A. Therewere quite afew to his personal
17 phone, but there was also times that he was on

18 hisdesk phone. | didn't notice many calls he
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19 took on the State cell phone about the

20 construction business. But | know there was

21 some from his desk phone, and | know there was
22 quite afew conversations, more than once daily,
23 that were construction related.

24 Q. Yousaid Tony found out you had gone to
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1 HR. What happened in terms of -- had you

2 aready transferred when he supposedly found out
3 about that?

4  A. No. Thiswas before my transfer. |

5 remember --

6 Q. How wereyou treated after he found out

7 youwerea HR?

8 A. Heat onepoint called mein his office

9 andsad, there'sarat in general services. Do

10 you know what's going on? Do you know who?
11 Somebody went to HR and complained about me. |,
12 of course, said, | don't know. I'm not going to

13 tell himthat. He had called everyonein and

14 asked everyone. And | think he did that,

15 knowing it was me.

16 Q. Hesadtheresaratin genera

17 services?

18 A. Uh-huh.
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19

20

21

22

Q. That'sthe statement?
A. Uh-huh.
Q. And how were you treated after that?

A. Hewas pretty much -- just ignored me,

23 which was fine with me. He had kind of calmed

24 down and was alittle more mellow, so | --
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1 but-- | mean, after he had heard someone went
2 toHR. It wasn't bad for me. | was till

3 scared. | still am.

4 Q. Now, when you say you're scared, isthat
5 the mind-set of people who worked in that

6 section --

7 A. Yes

8 Q. --they were afraid of him?

9 A. Very much so.

10 Q. But why were they afraid of him?

11  A. Because he'svery -- | mean, he's very
12 in-your-face-type person. He'svery -- he has
13 no problem talking about how he feels about
14 someone or how he's treated people in the past
15 or hisnames, ties, his -- you know, how his
16 last name has ties to the mob.

17 Q. Did hetell you that?

18 A. No, I've-- not me, directly. But he
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19 hasjust no problem just being -- just not a --
20 not anice person.

21 Q. Yousay hisnameistied to the mob.
22 Did someonetell you that?

23  A. Yeah. That's actually something that
24 Cindy had told me that he had bragged about.
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1 And | also have forgotten until now that
2 | had gone to Charlie Rosol more than once and
3 said, Charlie, I'm really having ahard time

4 working under Tony. | don't know how much
5 longer | can dothis. And Charlie would just

6 say, just hang in there, you know, just hangin
7 there.

8 Q. WasCharlie afraid of him, too?

9 A. Yes, very much so. Very much so.

10 Q. Isthereanything else you'd like to add
11 totherecord?

12 A. Notthat | canthink of right now.

13 Q. Okay. If you think of anything, make
14 sureyou contact us.

15  A. (Witness nods head.)

16 Q. Andif you can remember tomorrow to
17 forward all those e-mails that we've requested.

18  A. Absolutely.

file:///X /WORK /aranda041708.txt (147 of 153) [5/1/2008 9:49:17 AM]



file://IX|/WORK /aranda041708.txt

19 Q. If youwant to contact us for anything,

20 make sure you do that.

21  A. Okay.

22 MR. ESPY: | appreciate your coming in,
23 and appreciate your volunteering information
24 early on to people that should have responded to
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1 youinaproper fashion.

2 THE WITNESS. It'sreally -- it's been
3 hard for me.

4 MR. ESPY: | hope you get better, too.

5 THE WITNESS: Thank you. It's-- thank

6 you.
7 MR. ESPY: Okay.
8 THE WITNESS. And so | will get those

9 messagestoyou. I'll giveyou acall -- or

10 I'll email you if anything else comes up that |

11 can think of.

12 MR. ESPY: Sounds good.

13 -=0=-

14 Thereupon, the sworn interview of

15 Mariellen Aranda, April 17, 2008, was concluded
16 at 10:31 a.m.

17 -=O=-

18
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19
20
21
22
23
24
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1 CERTIFICATE

2 STATE OF OHI
SS:
3 COUNTY OF FRANKLIN :

4 |, Sara S. Clark, RPR/CRR/CCP/CBC, a
Notary Public in and for the State of Ohio, duly

5 commissioned and qualified, do hereby certify
that the within-named MARIELLEN ARANDA was first

6 duly sworn to testify to the truth, the whole
truth, and nothing but the truth in the cause

7 aforesaid; that the testimony then given was
reduced to stenotypy in the presence of said

8 witness, afterwards transcribed; that the
foregoing is atrue and correct transcript of

9 thetestimony; that thisinterview was taken at
the time and place in the foregoing caption

10 specified.

11 | do further certify that | am not a
relative, employee or attorney of any of the

12 parties hereto; that | am not arelative or
employee of any attorney or counsel employed by

13 the parties hereto; that | am not financially
interested in the action; and further, | am not,

14 nor isthe court reporting firm with which | am
affiliated, under contract as defined in Civil

15 Rule 28(D).

16 In witness whereof, | have hereunto
set my hand and affixed my seal of office at
17 Columbus, Ohio, on this day
of , 2008.
18

file:///X /WORK /aranda041708.txt (151 of 153) [5/1/2008 9:49:17 AM]



file://IX |/WORK /aranda041708.txt

° Sara S. Clark, RPR/CRR/CCP/CBC
20 Notary Public, State of Ohio.

21 My commission expires. March 10, 2013
22

23

24
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